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This paper consists of 3 sections: 

1.Reading- 20marks         2.Writing and Grammar- 30marks      3. Literature- 30marks 

 

SECTION-A (READING) 

1.   Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:                          (8marks) 

1.  Galileo Galilee often known as Galileo, was an Italian physicist, mathematician, engineer, 

astronomer and philosopher who played a major role in scientific revolution. His 

achievements include improvements in the telescope and consequent astronomical 

observations and support for Copernicanism, Galileo has been called the “father of modern 

observational astronomy”, the “father of modern physics”, the “father of science”, and the 

“father of modern science”.  

2. His contributions to observational astronomy include the telescopic confirmations of the 

phases of Venus, the discovery of the four largest satellites of Jupiter (named the Galilean 

moons in his honour), and the observation and analysis of sunspots. Galileo also worked on 

applied science and technology, inventing an improved military compass and other 

instruments. 

3. In the Catholic world prior to Galileo’s conflict with the Church, the majority of educated 

people subscribed to the Aristotelian geocentric view that the earth was the centre of 

universe and that all heavenly bodies revolved around the earth. 

4. Indeed, to the casual observer, it seemed common sense that since the sun ‘rose’ in the 

morning and ‘set’ at night, it must have circled around the earth. Ancient authorities like 

Aristotle and the Roman astronomer Ptolemy had championed this viewpoint, and the 

notion was also supported by the Catholic Church, which placed mankind, God’s principal 

creation at the centre of the cosmos. Yet the Ptolemaic theory was soon under attack. 

5. Nicholas Copernicus, a Polish astronomer, openly questioned the Ptolemaic system and 

proposed a heliocentric system in which the planets including earth orbited the sun (Helios). 

This more mathematically satisfying way of arranging the solar system did not attract many 

supporters at first, since the available data did not yet support a wholesale abandonment of 

Ptolemy’s system, By the end of the 16
th

 century, however, astronomers like Johannes 

Kepler (1571-1630) had also begun to embrace Copernicus’s theory. 

 

1.1 Attempt any eight of the following questions:                                                         (1X8=8) 

(i) What did the conservative astronomers of Galileo’s time believe?  

(ii) What contribution did Galileo make to Astronomy? 

(iii)  What did Galileo invent? 

(iv)  Why was it generally believed that the sun revolved round the earth? 

(v)  What was the Aristotelian geocentric view? 

(vi)  Who proposed the heliocentric theory and what was it? 

(vii) Why did the Catholic Church support Aristotle’s theory of the earth? 

(viii) What do you understand by Galileo’s conflict with the Church? 

(ix)  Which word is closest in meaning to ‘to withdraw one’s support or help from’? (para-5) 

 



2.  Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:           (12marks)  

1.  The advent of digital age makes public libraries obsolete. Advancement in technology and 

changing cultural moves have made the traditional public libraries difficult to exist. 

2.    Although e-book usage has not become widespread as quickly as many anticipated with the 

advent of the computer, this slow adoption is beginning to accelerate with the recent 

development of specialized e-book readers which use electronic-paper technology, such as 

the high-profile Amazon Kindle, which has sold tens of thousands of units. Just as 

consumers are moving away from hard-copy formats in music and videos, towards 

electronic files, the same will happen with books once e-reader technology reaches the 

‘killer app’ level achieved by the iPod for music. With the decline of the physical book will 

come the necessary decline of the physical library. 

3.   The internet is bringing about a culture where information and files are shared freely, 

negating the need for public institutions to hoard and distribute books. This has already been 

observed in music and videos – despite their best efforts, recording companies cannot stop 

the inevitable free sharing of data. The same process is under way with books – Project 

Gutenberg makes it possible to find almost any popular public domain classic free online, 

while Google Books is doing the same with more obscure selections. Already there is a 

large collection of commercial books which have been scanned into digital formats and are 

available for download. 

4.  The internet presents a better way to achieve the goals or libraries than physical libraries 

themselves – namely free and open access to information and books. Providing free access 

to the internet would be a more effective way of making e-books available than building and 

supporting larger buildings filled with unread books. Once this fact becomes apparent to 

governments, it will become difficult to justify the larger relative cost of running a 

traditional library. 

5. Furthermore the internet has demonstrated its effectiveness for bringing people together in a 

social network to share preferences within a given domain. Last FM is a popular music 

sharing and discovery resource. These types of sites are popular amongst the current 

generation, and are likely candidate to replace the community fostered by traditional 

libraries. Trends indicate that traditional libraries will soon become obsolete. 

 

2.1. Answer the following questions briefly: (2X4=8)                                                  

 (i) Which factor, according to the author, proves that e-book usage would accelerate? 

(ii) How could internet lead to the decline of public libraries? 

(iii) How has the music and video industry transformed in recent times? 

(iv) Which trends indicate that traditional libraries would become obsolete in future? 

 

2.2. On the basis of your reading the passage fill in any two of the following blanks with 

appropriate words/phrases:                                           (1X2=2) 

(a)  The evolving new culture has ________________. 

(b) Physical books will be ______________________. 

(c)  Project Gutenberg makes it possible ____________________. 

2.3. Find out the words from the passage that mean the same as the following (any two):  

  (1X2=2) 

(a)  Unavoidable (para-3)                                                                                                   

(b)  Vague (para-3) 

(c)   Liking (para-5) 

 

 

 

 

 



 

SECTION-B (WRITING & GRAMMAR) 

 
3. Write a letter to the Editor of a national daily on the introduction of the ‘odd-even’ scheme  

for cars plying on Delhi roads in order to check pollution levels in the city, on a trial basis. 

Do you support it? Express your opinion in about 100-120 words. You are Lokesh/ Vidyut, 

18, Lodhi Road, New Delhi.         (8marks) 

Or 

 Write a letter to the Manager of a leading bookstore requesting him to send you a few books 

which you require immediately. You can send him a demand draft in advance of a certain 

amount, promising to pay the balance amount, on delivery of the books, in cash. You are 

Vineet/ Vinita, 45, Wonderful Street, Mussoorie, UK. 

 

4. Write a story in about 200-250 words based on the inputs given below: (10marks) 

He was hungry and tired and could do anything for food but didn’t know how to get food,       

  so……………………………………… 

Or 

On hearing a noise, Sheena ran outside her house. She saw a snake charmer surrounded by a 

group of children ……………………………………….. 

 

5.   Complete the following paragraph by filling in the blanks with the help of the given  

options:                         (1x4=4) 

 A woman finds a pot of treasure (a) ____________________________ the road while she 

(b) __________________ from work. Delighted (c) ___________________ her luck, she 

(d) ___________ to keep it. As she is taking it home, she wishes to open it and see. 

However, her enthusiasm (e) ______________ to fade away. 

(a)   (i)  in (ii)   upon  

 (iii)  on (iv)  at 

(b)   (i)  returns (ii)   was returning  

 (iii) returned (iv)  has been returning 

(c)   (i)  of (ii)   in   

      (iii) from (iv ) with 

(d)   (i)  decided (ii)   decides 

      (iii)  decide (iv ) has decided 

(e)   (i)  refuses (ii)   refused 

      (iii)  has refused (iv ) refusing 

 

6. There is one word missing from each line. Mark the place with ‘/’ sign and write the  

 correct word in the space provided.                                                                (1/2x8=4) 

                                                                                            Before         Missing      After 

     Most people travel as part of their                 e.g.   as               a             part 

  daily routine because it enjoyable.                         (a)  _____        _____     ______ 

  There are lots places to explore in                       (b)  _____       _____     ______ 

   the world. Travelling worth every                            (c)  _____       _____     ______ 

  penny you spend memories last forever.                   (d)  _____        _____    ______ 

  When travelling, one the opportunity                        (e)  _____        _____    ______ 

  to meet different people different                             (f)  _____         _____    ______ 

  places. One the most important social                       (g)  _____        _____    ______ 

  skills that we learn is how interact and                      (h) _____        _____    ______ 

  communicate with different people. 



 

7. Read the following conversation and complete the passage given below:          (1x4=4) 

 Reena:   I called you yesterday. Where were you? 

 Arya:     I went to my grandmother’s house. Why did you call? 

 Reena:   I called to tell you that our results will be out next week. 

 Arya:     Are you sure? 

 Reena:   I saw the news in yesterday’s newspaper. 

  

 Reena told Arya that she had called him yesterday and asked him (i)________________. 

Arya told her that (ii)_________________ and enquired why she had called. Reena told her 

that (iii)_________________. When Arya asked whether she was sure Reena told her 

(iv)______________________.  

  

 

SECTION-C (LITERATURE) 

8. Read the following extract and answer the questions given below:                      (1X4=4) 

 ‘With sloping masts and dipping prow, 

 As who pursued with yell and blow 

 Still treads the shadow of his foe, 

 And forward bends his head, 

 The ship drove fast, loud roared the blast, 

 And southward aye we fled.’ 

a) Who pursued the ship and how? 

b) Who is the foe here and why is its shadow being treaded? 

c) Why has the word fled been used and for whom? 

d) Which figure of speech has been used in the given stanza? Explain with example.                                        

 

 

Or 

 ‘I found what I was looking for quickly enough. Apparently, at the time of the accident, 

Sebastian was using his laptop to play one of the same psycho-drive games that I’ve got.’ 

a) What did the narrator want to know? 

b) What information did the narrator gather about Sebastian? 

c) What had happened to Sebastian after the accident? 

d) What is a psycho-drive game? 

 

9. Answer any four questions in 30-40 words each:                                                (2x4=8) 

(i) The rich and powerful cannot be immortalized in statues and monuments but acts of kindness 

leave behind a legacy. Elucidate with reference to the poem ‘Ozymandias’. 

(ii) When and why was the poet filled with horror and protest? Explain the irony in the poet’s 

action. (Snake) 

(iii)How does Mrs. Slater plan to outshine the Jordans? What does it reveal about her character?  

(iv) The poem ‘Not Marble, Nor the Gilded Monuments’ talks of two forces: Time and War. 

With reference to the poem mention how these forces can prove destructive. 

(v) John’s apprehensions about his wife’s reaction to her encounter with the ghost are 

unfounded. Justify. 

(vi) ‘Only the wearer knows where the shoe pinches.’ Elucidate the statement with reference to 

the story ‘The Letter’. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

10. Answer one of the following questions in about 120-150 words:                     (8marks) 

(A) Patol Babu, Film Star’ by Satyajit Ray emphasizes the valuable contribution of a mentor in  

 changing a negative mind-set into a positive one. Describe how Mr. Pakrashi’s advice helps 

Patol Babu in performing his role. 

Or 

(B) Caesar’s over-ambitious nature, his pride and overconfidence were responsible for the 

conspiracy which resulted in his assassination. Do you agree?Give reasons. 

 

11. Answer one of the following questions in about 200-250 words:                    (10marks) 

(A) There were many reasons for Helen Keller’s embittered childhood. What were they and how 

were they overcome?  

                                                                                Or 

(B) The charges of plagiarism had shaken Helen’s confidence and demoralized her. How did she 

regain her confidence in life? 

 


