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General Instructions:

This paper is divided into three sections:

Section A Reading 30 marks
Section B Writing 30 marks
Section C Literature 40 marks

All questions are compulsory.
Attempt all questions in one section before moving on to the next.
Do not exceed the prescribed word limit.

1. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

1. Other animals go about the world as nature made them. Why then, did man start to adorn
himself by hanging things round his neck, arms, waist and legs or putting things on his head?
We can imagine many reasons. If an exceptionally strong or brave man succeeded in killing
an exceptionally large bear, might he not get the idea of boring a hole through one of its teeth
with a sharp flint and tying the tooth round his neck in order to remind himself of his great
achievement and to show his friends what a great man he was? Gradually it might become the
custom in that tribe for all strong and brave hunters to wear a bear's tooth, and it might be
regarded as a disgrace not to wear one and a sign that one was weak or very young.

2. People who wore ornaments would soon learn to arrange them in different ways according
to their size and colour in order to make them more decorative and impressive. A necklace
found in Italy with the skeleton of a young man of the Stone Age was quite elaborate. It
consisted of stag's teeth arranged at intervals with two upper rows between them, made up of
the vertebrae of a fish and one row of shells. Another reason why men might tie feathers,
horns, skins and all kinds of other things to themselves would be in order to make themselves
look fierce and more terrifying to animals or to the men of other tribes. Objects that came
from a distance and were therefore scarce — such as sea shells to people living far inland -
would come in time to have a special value, and might be worn only by chiefs and their
families in order to show that they were particularly important people.

3. Primitive tribes living today often associate themselves with some particular animal or
bird, such as an eagle or lion, or with a particular place, such as a mountain or river. Man
may have started doing this kind of thing very early in his history. Then, every member of a
group or family may have worn something such as feathers, claws or even a stone or wooden
object of a certain shape or colour, to represent the animal or mountain or whatever it might
be that they believed themselves to be connected with. So, as we have seen, clothing may
have started as ornament or to distinguish one tribe from another or to show rank or because
certain things were believed to have magic qualities. But in some places a time came when
men and women began to wear clothes for other reasons. During the Ice Ages, when the polar
ice spread over far more of the world than it does today, some of the districts in which human



beings were living became very cold and bleak indeed. Man must have learnt that he would
be more comfortable and more likely to survive, if he covered his body with the skins of
animals. At first perhaps, he would simply tie a skin round his waist or over his shoulders but
as time passed he learnt how to treat skins in order to make them softer and more supple and
how to join them together in order to make better garments.

4. Flint tools have been found buried deep under the earth floors of caves in which prehistoric
men sheltered when the weather became colder. Some of the tools were probably used to
scrape the inner sides of skins to make them soft. Stone Age people may also have softened
skins in the same way that Eskimo women do today, by chewing them. The teeth of Eskimo
women are often worn down to stumps by the constant chewing of seal skins. Among the
wonderful flint and bone tools and implements that later cave men made, some beautiful bone
needles have been found, some not much bigger than those we use today. Although the
people who made them had only flint tools to work with, some of the needles are finer and
more beautifully shaped than those of Roman times.

1.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions by
choosing the best of the given choices:

(a) A hole was made in a boar's tooth by a primitive man

(i) using a needle and thread.

(ii) using a blunt needle and thread.

(iii) using a sharp flint.

(iv) using a decayed tooth of a boar .

(b) Chiefs in olden times adorned themselves with objects

(i) they had found or hunted.

(ii) that they added special value to.

iii) that came from a distant place and were scarce.

(iv) that were scarce and made of gold.

(c) Primitive people identified with animals connected with their lives by

(i) adorning themselves with representative parts of the creature.

(ii) wearing feathers round their necks.

(iii) wearing their beliefs round themselves.

(iv) looking for a particular animal in their mountains .

(d) Teeth of Eskimo women wear down as

(i) they eat seafood

(ii) they lack calcium

(iii) they chew the seal skins



(iv) they sharpen their teeth

1.2 Answer the following questions briefly.

(a) Why did man start to adorn himself?

(b) What was special about the necklace found in Italy?

(c) Why did the men tie feathers, horns and skins to themselves?

(d) Why did man begin to clothe himself? Give two reasons.

(e) What tools did they make use of? Also describe the needles they used.

(f) How did the primitive man make skins soft to wear them?

1.3 Find words in the passage which mean the same as:

(a) valiant (para 1) (b) in detail (para 2)

2. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

1. Babies may be small but they may have a big impact on the environment. That is why
green-conscious parents are dressing their children in hand-me-down clothing, buying
wooden toys, instead of plastic ones and feeding them from regular steel utensils.

2. That green parenting wave has caught the fancy of Indians is apparent from the long list of
brands that have launched earth-friendly kids' products, ranging from cloth diapers to ethical
clothing. Some retailers claim that in recent years, at least 400-500 pieces of cloth diapers are
sold by retail outlets with zero advertising. Almost as many are marketed by US-based firms
and who use advertising to push their products. Other green retailers record their success with
selling organic clothes. Some outlets claim that they get at least 2500 orders for rompers and
party wear, in a month. Old players, who had virtually gone out of business when the diaper
boom had first struck, have surged a revival in recent times. A toy manufacturer who has
been manufacturing non-toxic and eco-friendly toys has seen its online sales rise from one
toy a day to 75 plus orders daily this year. Many parents are also opting for BPA —free
plastic toys or borrowing toys from toy libraries.

3. Indian parents who have got used to the comfort of diapers are also being serviced by the
green manufacturers. As most children use up to 5000 diapers in the first two years of their
life, the new green diapers are a viable option. They are made with absorbent fabrics like
bamboo cotton and are as efficient as disposables. Other firms have improvised a cotton
insert so instead of the whole cloth, only the insert needs washing.

4. Green parenting of course doesn't come cheap, but they are practical. The diapers, made
now, can be resized with snap buttons as the child grows, and cost 500 and above, a piece.
This has deterred many mothers from opting for it. Thus a whole lot of green mothers have
turned to the old fashioned way and are sitting at their sewing machines churning out home-
made triangles of soft, washed and used cloth. The new-age mom is definitely shunning the
shelf available conveniences for her baby but a lot of them are resorting to making their own
substitutes.



5. As for prams, the regular way of taking baby out on a stroll, the concept has caught on.
Green-conscious mothers now resort to the cloth sling so common among mothers in
mountainous regions in India. Their babies look on to the world at shopping malls and in
parks through slings made from old saris and tied to their mothers' torsos. The eco-aware
parents will do anything they say to reduce their baby's carbon footprint.

6. Thus the new-age parents are not following granny's tips to cut costs, but to raise their
children without harming the planet. The days when hip moms dolled up their little ones in
Swaroski studded rompers are now on the way out. These mothers continue to practise the
greening act on the older sibling as well. While his discards now adorn his younger sibling,
he is happy making his drawings on the back of old bills and newspapers. His mom in the
meantime has ensured that seven trees are safe on the planet for that is the amount of carbon
footprint from a two-year consumption of diapers per child.

2.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions by
choosing the best of the given choices

(a) The green parenting wave comprises parents using
(i) leaf nappies and bamboo clothing
(ii) second-hand clothes and old saris
(iii) hand-me-down clothes and wooden toys
(iv) plastic toys and Swaroski studded rompers

(b) The online sale of non-toxic toys for a manufacturer rose from
(i) 75 toys a day to one hundred
(ii) one toy a day to 75 a day
(iii) one toy to 500 toys a day
(iv) one non-toxic toy to 75 toxic toys

2.2 Answer the following questions.

(a) How do green-conscious parents choose toys for their babies?

(b) What have young mothers adopted from their grannies?

(c) How are older siblings also helping to green the planet?

(d) Why have young parents adopted these methods?

(e) Explain the term: 'dolled up'.

(f) How do older siblings contribute to the greening act?

2.3 Find words from the passage which mean the same as:

(a) shops that sell goods to the public (para 2)
(b) make somebody not to do something (para 4)

3. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.

1. When it comes to drinking water every day, an important question to ask is how much
water should you drink? It is a simple question with a not-so-simple answer, just like one size



does not fit all every individual has different hydration needs which depend on a person's
health, level of activity and climatic conditions.

2. Water is one of the most important nutrients and contributes about 50-60 per cent to our
body weight. Much also depends on an individual's age, gender and body-fat content. We can
live without food for almost two months, but we can't survive without water for more than a
few days. Water is essential for the body to function normally; dehydration can cause death.
Lack of water can lead to malfunctioning of the kidney, which would hinder excretion of uric
acid, urea and calcium, resulting, in kidney stones. Its scarcity can affect electrolyte balance
in the body, which could be potentially dangerous causing coma or death.

3, Water is also essential for breathing as the lungs need to be moist before they exchange
oxygen and carbon dioxide. Apart from all those known functions, water is important for
chemical reaction in digestion and metabolism. It also helps cool the body through
perspiration and lubricates our joints. People suffering from arthritis should drink a glass of
water every second hour.

4. In the last decade, the 8 x8 guideline (8 ounce or 240 ml of water, or 8 glasses water) was
followed all over the world. The National Institute of Nutrition in its 2011 guidelines
prescribed two litres or eight glasses of water a day for a healthy adult.

5. Optimum hydration can be achieved by drinking low-calorie, nutritious beverages such as
lemon water, green tea, coconut water, butter milk, besides plain water. Plan your day in a
way that you drink enough liquid. The thumb rule should be to include at least one of these
beverages as part of your mid-meal. In a nutshell, a person requires a minimum of eight
glasses of water per day — do not gulp all in one go, divide the number of glasses equally
throughout the day and combine them with low-calorie, nutritious beverages whenever
possible.

6. Regulate your water intake according to weather conditions for staying adequately
hydrated.

7. To conclude, water is the elixir of life. Instead of wasting water, we must adopt rainwater
harvesting. Think of states like Rajasthan where water supply is available for a few hours. At
some places, there is a great shortage of water. We must use water judiciously and sparingly.
What will we leave for next generation if we use such a precious source carelessly? If things
go like this, we all will be fighting over water. What we need is to treat even the sea water to
meet water scarcity or else we will end up saying, "Water water everywhere but not a drop to
drink."

(a) On the basis of your reading of the above passage make notes on it, using headings
and subheadings. Use recognisable abbreviations (wherever necessary—minimum 4)
and a format you consider suitable. Also supply an appropriate title to it. 5

(b) Write a summary of the above passage. 3

SECTION B – (Writing Skills)



4. Water supply will be suspended for eight hours for cleaning of the water tanks in your
society. Write a notice in about 50 words advising the residents to store water for a day. You
are Krishna Bajaj/Karuna Bajaj, Secretary, Gokuldham Housing Society, Palam Vihar, Pune.

4

OR

You are Deepak Raj. You want to sell your laptop. Draft a classified advertisement in about
50 words for a local daily, giving necessary details.

5. South Delhi is proud of having many reputed public schools in close proximity to each
other. In the morning and in the afternoon there is a heavy traffic along the road, and
hundreds of students are put to a lot of inconvenience. Write a letter in about 120-150 words
to the deputy commissioner of police describing the problem. Suggest a few measures to
regulate the traffic. You are Shriram Shetty/Sharda Shetty, Principal, Chrysalis Global School.

6

OR

You bought a flat from PQR Builders, Sector 55, NOIDA. Within a period of two months
you have started facing a lot of problems like seepage in the walls and ceilings, wall paint
peeling off, leaking sanitary fittings, lift getting stalled, etc. Write a letter of complaint in
120-150 words to the Estate Manager. You are Arpita/Arpan, A9 D, Apoorva Apartments,
NOIDA.

6. One can avoid falling prey to bad habits if one is determined and strong willed. Prepare a
speech in 150-200 words to be delivered in the morning assembly putting stress on avoiding
negative peer pressure and paying attention to studies and career goals. 10

OR

In this age of growing competition acquiring more degrees merely does not help in getting
employment in India. One needs to hone his/her interpersonal skills in order to have an edge
over the others to grow professionally. Write an article on ‘Need for holistic personality
development for professional growth’, as Nikita/Nikhil, in 150-200 words.

7. Brain drain is not a bane for a developing country like India. Write a debate in about 120-
150 words, either for or against the motion. You are Bipin/Binita.

10

OR

You are Hiten/Hansika. Your school recently celebrated ‘World Food Day’ by organizing a
healthy cooking competition, painting and poster competition. Eminent nutritionist Ms Rama
Khanna was the Chief Guest. Write a report on the celebration for your school magazine in
150-200 words.

SECTION C- (Literature: Textbooks and Long Reading Text)



8. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 1x4= 4

……. I looked again at her, wan,
pale
as a late winter’s moon and that
old
familiar ache, my childhood fear.

(a) Who are ’I’ and ‘her’?
(b) What is ‘my childhood fear’?
(c) Name the figure of speech in these lines.
(d) Explain the meaning of the first and second line.

OR

perhaps a huge silence
might interrupt this sadness
of never understanding ourselves
and of threatening ourselves with
death.

(a) Name the poet and the poem.
(b) What does the poet expect the ‘huge silence’ to achieve?
(c) How will the huge silence be achieved?
(d) How do the human beings threaten themselves with death.

9. Answer any four of the following questions in 30-40 words each: 3x4=12

(a) What consideration influenced the Tiger King to get married ?

(b) “Listening to them, I see two distinct worlds… ..”.With reference to Mukesh, the bangle
maker’s son, which two worlds is Anees Jung referring to?

(c) What does the tramp mean when he says ‘ the whole world is a rattrap’?

(d) Though the sharecroppers of Champaran received only one-fourth of the compensation,
how can the Champaran struggle still be termed a huge success and victory?

(e) “I crossed to oblivion and the curtain of life fell.” What was the incident which nearly
killed Douglas and developed in him a strong aversion to water?

(f) One order from Berlin changed the scenario of the school. Comment.

10. Answer the following in 120-150 words:

Good human values are far above any other value system. How did Dr. Sadao succeed as a
doctor as well as a patriot? Elaborate. 6

OR

‘Dialogues and not violence can resolve situations of conflict and injustice’. Prove the
statement with reference to the text , Indigo.

11. Explain the significance of the title : ‘ The Lost Spring’. 6



OR

Comment on the thematic significance of the story ‘ Should Wizard Hit Mommy’.

12. Answer the following questions in 120-150 words: 6+6=12

a)What do we learn about Mrs. Hall and Griffin from their first interaction at Coach and
Horses inn?

b)Marvel was the ultimate opportunist. Comment.


