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General Instructions:

Attempt all questions in each section before going on to the next.

Adhere to the word limit. Marks will be deducted for exceeding the word limit.

Only answers to be written in answer sheet against the correct question number.

The paper is divided into three sections:

Section A: Reading 15 marks

Section B: Writing and Grammar 25 marks

Section C:Literature 20 marks

___________________________________________________________________________

SECTION A

1.Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: 7 marks

TIGER ECONOMY

We have heard the pious arguments before—the tiger is on top of the food chain pyramid, it
was once a vehicle of the gods, it is a symbol of our national pride. But clearly none of these
has prevented poachers from systematically decimating the big cat for profit; India's tiger
population has now dipped below 2,000. But are they really profiting? Is a dead tiger’s worth
more than a live one? The answer is an unequivocal no. A dead tiger will fetch $50,000 in the
black market. But if India were to play its cards well, it stands to gain $30 million from
tourists who come solely to see the magnificent beast in its habitat. And they will keep
returning. Think of the spin-offs from this traffic. First, tourist spending would boost the local
economies of areas in which sanctuaries are situated. It would also mean a boost in
employment for those associated with the tourist trade. In short, killing the tiger is like killing
the golden goose. After the Taj Mahal, the Indian tiger is arguably the biggest draw for
tourists both in India and abroad. People have been known to wait for days on end for a
glimpse of the lord of the jungle. The sheer wait , often without a tiger sighting, is said to be
one of the most exhilarating experiences in the visit to 'Incredible India'.

We should take a leaf from other countries which have projected one or other species as a big
tourist draw. China advertises its elusive panda as a major tourist attraction, no one comes
back from Australia without seeing the cuddly koala bear and far-flung Galapagos Island
draws hordes of visitors who flock there to see the giant turtle sunning itself on the rocks.
This is not to say that tourism alone will save the tiger; we need conservation measures
alongside. But what is required is to give people, especially those who live in the vicinity of



tiger reserves, an economic stake in keeping the animal alive. While conservationists may be
appalled at commercialising the big cat, this is its only chance of survival. We have seen that
strict penalties and restricted access to reserves have done little to prevent poachers from
killing tigers at will. Despite awareness campaigns, the myth that the tiger's body parts boost
strength and courage still persists. It is only by convincing people that they are harming their
own economic interests by killing the tiger that they will realise the merits of conservation.
They must be made aware that killing the tiger brings in a one-time profit, keeping it alive
means a sustained income. Surely, the choice will then be obvious.

(Source: The Times of India)

1.1 Answer the following questions briefly: (7marks)

(i)Why is the tiger important to Indians? 1

(ii) How can the Indian tiger become a source of generating income? 2

(iii) Which animal is used by China and Australia as a major tourist attraction? 1

(iv) What is the myth that encourages the poachers to kill tigers? 1

(v) State one way how will you make people realise the merits of conservation ? 1

(vi)Which is the most exhilarating experience in the visit to 'Incredible India"? 1

2. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: 8 marks

1. The old lady was glad to be back at the block of flats where she lived. Her shopping had
tired her and her basket had grown heavier with every step back home. In the lift her thoughts
were on lunch and a good rest; but when she got out at her own floor, both were forgotten in
her sudden discovery that her front door was open. A perturbed state of mind led her to trace
the chronological events before stepping out to shop. She was thinking that she must
reprimand the maid the next morning for such a monstrous piece of negligence, when she
remembered that she had gone shopping after her maid had left and she had turned both the
keys in their locks. She walked slowly into the hall and at once noticed that all the room
doors were open, yet following her regular practice, she had shut them, before going out.
Looking into the drawing room, she saw a scene of confusion on her writing desk.

2. It was as clear as daylight, burglars had forced an entry in her absence. Her first impulse
was to go around all the rooms looking for the thieves, but then she decided that at her age it
might be more prudent to have someone with her. So, she went to fetch the porter from the
basement. By this time, her legs were beginning to tremble, so she sat down and accepted a
cup of very strong tea from the porter while he telephoned the police. As soon as her
composure was regained she was ready to set off with the porter’s assistance, to search for
any intruder who might be still lurking in her flat.

3. The old lady felt marginally relieved with the physical assistance of the porter in managing
to investigate the burglar's attempt to plunder with noticeable facts. Though uncertain, with
an apprehensive alarm of a burglar's existence in the premises, she kept her courage and will
power intact.



(a) After deciding to rebuke the maid, what did the old lady realize? 1

(b) What did the old lady see when she walked into the hall? 1

(c) Give an example from the second paragraph which tells us that the lady shows great
presence of mind at the time of an emergency? 1

(d) Why did she accept a cup of tea from the porter? 1

Answer the following questions by choosing the most appropriate option (1X4)

(e) The phrase "perturbed state of mind" means.........

(i) day dreaming (ii) worried iii) curious (iv) sleeping

(f) Pick out the word / phrase from the following which means "ransacked".

(i) alerted (ii) perturbed (iii) attempted (iv) turned upside down

(g) Find the word from the following which is NOT a synonym of reluctant".

(i) inclined (ii) hesitant (iii) disinclined (iv) unwilling

(h) The antonym of negligible is….

(i) insignificant (ii) trifling (iii) significant (iv) minor

SECTION B- WRITING AND GRAMMAR

3. The movement ‘Sarvashiksha Abhiyan’ advocates education for all and enrolling of
underprivileged children in schools. Yet there are still many children who do not go to school,
rather have never seen a school. As Vasudev/ Vrinda, a concerned citizen, you find this
disturbing and write a letter to the editor of a newspaper in 120 words, expressing your views
and the reasons behind it . Suggest steps to be taken regarding this issue. 6 marks

OR

You are Hema/ Hari of E-160 Church Road Agra. You recently purchased a music system
from a reputed store in Delhi but within a week of its purchase it started giving trouble.
Write a letter of complain in 100 -120 words to the Manager ,Sargam Electronics, Yusuf
Sarai, New Delhi.

4. Develop a story in about 200-250 words using the following hints/opening lines. 9 marks

It was dusk when Mihir and Gopi got down from the train at Kathgodam station. The place
was totally strange to them. Sampat who had promised to be at the station, was nowhere to be
found...

5. Read the paragraph given below and write the most appropriate word to be filled in the
blank in your answer sheet. 4
marks



It’s that time (a) ____ the year when (b) ____clouds play the rhythm of rains (c) _____ your
heart wishes to dance (d) ____ it. It is your time to sit (e) ____the window and enjoy (f) ____
hot chocolate drink (g) ____the sweet smell of earth makes (h) ____ feel exhilarated.

6. The following passage has not been edited. There is an error in each line. Write the
incorrect word and the correction in your answer sheet against the correct blank number. 3
marks

Incorrect Correct

India lead the world in road crash fatalities - (a) _______ ______

10% of global road deaths occur here. In the latest decade, (b) _______ ______

more than 1 million people have lost there lives (c) _______ ______

in road accidents of the country; (d) _______ ______

several thousands were been injured; (e) _______ ______

and hundreds of family have been destroyed. (f) ______ ______

7. Read the conversation given below and complete the passage that follows: 3 marks

Vedant- I am leaving for Baroda day after tomorrow.

Mom- When will you come back?

Vedant- I will return after I finish my project.

Vedant informed his mother (a) _________________________. His mother
(b)_____________________________ Vedant replied (c)____________________________

SECTION C- LITERATURE

8. Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow? 4 marks

“How you shot the goat and frightened the tiger to death’, said Miss Mebbin , with her
disagreeably pleasant laugh.

a)Who is being addressed in the above line? 1

b) What effect did the statement have on that person? Why? 2

c) Which figure of speech is used in ‘disagreeably pleasant laugh’ ? 1

OR

‘ Gainst death and all oblivious enmity

Shall you pace forth; your praise shall still find room,

Even in the eyes of all posterity



That wear this world out to the ending doom.

(a) Who does the poet address in these lines?

(b) What does the poet mean by ‘oblivious enmity’?

(c) How long will ‘you’ be remembered after death?

(d) Write the rhyme scheme of the above stanza.

9.Answer any three of the following questions in 30 to 40 words. (2x3=6 marks)

a) Why were the narrator and his companion impressed by the two boys Nicola and Jacopo?

b) What does Mrs Jordan call a ‘fatal mistake’by the Slaters? How could it have been
corrected.

c) Why have the candles and the moon been called liars?

d) Do you think the nightingale is a ‘brainless bird’? Give reasons for your answer.

e) What made the postmaster give up his haughty temper?

10. You are Abel Merry weather. Express your thoughts/feelings after you wake up and
come to know about your daughters’ feelings/greed and intentions. 4 marks

11. Answer the following question in 120-150 words: 6marks

Who were the constant childhood companions of Helen? Describe Helen’s relationship with
them.

OR

Helen’s teacher was everything for her. Elucidate.




