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SECTION-A (READING)
1. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:

1. Being eco friendly is in vogue, a large number of people are emphasizing the use of eco-
friendly products, whether on the ramp or at home, thereby doing their bit to protect the
environment. “Eco- friendly products are those products that inflict minimal or no harm
to the environment. Made of natural elements, these products are not only safe but also
add an artistic dimension to one's home.” explains CK Nair of Homestop.

2. The products are made of environment sensitive material such as recycled wood, dead
wood, recycled paper, bamboo, jute, natural fibre and natural or organic cotton. Grasses
like sabai grass and vetiver can be woven to make mats, screens, bags and baskets. Old
textiles can be used to make recycled paper, which can be used for packaging,
lampshades, notebooks and other stationery. Recycled plastic can be used for making
containers and furniture, says Minhazz Majumdar of The Bamboo Store.

3. Though there’s been a lot of awareness about using eco- friendly products, it is still not
the first thing that people look for when buying things for their homes. Eco- friendly
products not only stand out in their looks, their durability is also high. “The life cycle of
these products can be up to 50 years,” says Majumdar.

4. There are many other benefits of using eco- friendly products; by using these products,
you can help decrease pollution, the destruction of forests and other ecosystems, and the
amount of waste sent to landfills. A simple and more effective way to live an eco-friendly
life is to either take public transportation for your daily commuting needs, or try pooling
in with your office colleagues to save fuel and reduce your carbon footprint.

5. In addition to this, eco- friendly products are better for your health, as they don't contain
any harmful chemicals that can irritate the skin or eyes. Another benefit of using green
products is the peace of mind that you’re helping to make the planet a clean and safe
place to live not only for your generation, but for generations to come!

6. Growing an eco- friendly product community is getting easier. There are more and more
community gardens, swap meets and farmer’s markets that make it easier for an entire
community to actively participate in eco- friendly activities.

1.1. Answer the following questions briefly: (1x5=5)
(i) What are eco- friendly products?
(ii) What are the benefits of using eco- friendly products?
(iii) Why are eco- friendly products considered environment friendly?
(iv) How are these products good for our health?
(v) Pick out the word from the passage which means ‘fashion’.



2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:
1. Animal testing is a controversial topic, particularly amongst animal rights activists.

Typically, it is used to test pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, and other products that may be
used on or by humans. Scientists tend to use animal testing when there is a possibility
that the substances used in the materials could cause harm to the person using them. With
that being said, there are a number of reasons why animal testing should be banned. Of
these, the most often cited is the fact that animal testing doesn't conclusively prove that a
substance, when used by or on a human, will be either safe or dangerous. Experts
estimate that more than 90 % of the tests that prove safe on animals end up actually being
dangerous when applied to people.

2. While no same person would disagree that it’s better to test a chemical with unknown
effects on a person instead of an animal, animal testing is rarely performed with the
comfort of the test subjects in mind. For instance, many small rodents used for tests are
forced to live in cramped conditions, typically in spaces no larger than a shoebox. Larger
animals are often contained in small cages with no opportunity to stretch their legs or run
free, regardless of the actual experiments being formed. Additionally, animals are
frequently tested for reasons that aren’t related to the safety of human beings. For
instance, many experiments revolving around biochemistry involve the administration of
pain simply to see what changes take place in the brain. These animals are rarely offered
any form of pain relief, and in some cases, maybe left to suffer until they eventually die.

3. There is little enforceable regulation when it comes to animal testing. There are certainly
laws and ethical guidelines but they are generally broad enough making it easy for those
performing the experiment to circumvent them. Any experiments performed on rodents,
reptiles, birds, or fish are not required to be reported on through the Animal Welfare Act.
This means that it’s even more likely for those experiments to involve arbitrary and
unnecessary cruelty.

4. Furthermore, many of the animals used for lab testing are dogs and cats- the same
animals humans keep as pets and, eventually, bond with as family members. Animal
testing should be banned if for no other reason than for the fact that few of us would
volunteer our cats, dogs, or other pets as lab subjects. When considering whether or not
one is in favour of, or against animal testing, they should consider whether or not they
would allow their own pets to be experimented on in the same ways. Finally, it has been
shown that there are effective means of testing the safety of products for human use or
consumption without using animals.

2.1 Answer the following questions briefly: (1x6=6)
(i) What is the purpose of animal testing?
(ii) Why should animal testing be banned?
(iii) Describe the conditions in which the animals to be tested are forced to live.
(iv) Through which example does the passage convince the readers to take their stand against

animal testing?
(v) Name the animals that are used for lab testing.
(vi) What can we do to save the animals from undergoing such pain and suffering?

2.2. Find the word from the passage that means the same as: (1x4=4)
(a) debatable (para-1)
(b) overcrowded (para-2)
(c) offer (para-4)
(d) usage (para-4)



SECTION-B (WRITING & GRAMMAR)

2. Impressed by your performance on your school’s Annual Sports Day, the Chief guest (the
Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports) decides to offer you a sports scholarship. Write a
diary entry in 100-150 words about your performance, your strengths and your
confidence and other qualities that helped you perform so well. (4 marks)

3. Our country has a rich biodiversity. Though destruction of forests for human motives has
had a disastrous effect on mankind, we can still secure our tomorrow. Write an article on
forest and wildlife conservation. (Word limit: 120-150 words) (5 marks)
Use the given hints:
 Disturbed structure of ecosystem and habitat
 Poaching and hunting for trade leading to extinction of species
 1500 flowering and non-flowering species endangered
 Consequences of biodiversity loss are dangerous to human civilization

4. Complete the story using the hints given below: (6marks)
Visit to your friend’s house—take shortcut to his home—path through a forest—palms
were sweating—suddenly followed by a ghost—need help—story told by ghost about her
accident—screamed—reached friend’s house—fever for a week

5. Rearrange the following words and phrases to form meaningful sentences: (2marks)
a) a deep/ impairment/ agony/ physical/ causes/ mental
b) by/ cherished/ food/ youngsters/ healthy/ cooked/ is/ home/ no longer

6. There is an error in each line. Write the incorrect word and the correct one against the
corresponding blanks: Incorrect Correct (1/2x8=4)
A priest is walking down the street one day (i) ________ ___________
when he noticed the small boy (ii) ________ __________
trying to press the doorbell of the house (iii) _______ __________
across the street. And the boy was really (iv) _______ __________
small and the doorbell was place at (v)________ _________
normal adult height, which the little (vi)_________ __________
fellow just can’t reach. After watching (vii)_______ ___________
the boy’s futile efforts in some time, the priest stepped (viii)_______ ____________
across the street and gave the door bell a solid ring.

7. Read the conversation given below and complete the paragraph that follows: (1x4=4)
Raj: Our school is celebrating its Annual Day tomorrow.
Sujay: Who is your chief guest?
Raj: Our chief guest is the honourable President himself.
Sujay: That is quite incredible.

Raj told Sujay (i)_____________________. Sujay wanted to (ii)___________________.
Raj replied that (iii) _______________________. Sujay was surprised and commented
that it (iv)________________________________.



SECTION-C (LITERATURE)

8. Read the given stanza and answer the questions that follow: (1X4=4)
‘Don’t throw down the books on the shelf.
There, look what you did-
You threw them all down.
You tore the pages of the books.
You brought rain again.’

a) Why is the poet disappointed?
b) What are the acts of the wind?
c) What is the tone of the poet when he speaks to the wind?
d) Which poetic device has been used in these lines?

Or
‘That night there was a hue and cry in the house. Father’s great speech for the Port
Authority had been lost. Rooms were searched; servants questioned. Finally mother came
into Kezia’s room.’

a) Why was there such a hue and cry in the house that night?
b) Why did mother come to Kezia’s room?
c) What efforts were made to find the papers?
d) Find the phrase from the extract which means ‘a loud outcry’.

9. Answer any four questions in 30-40 words each: (2x4=8)
(i) How did Ron Forbes help Evelyn sense the music without hearing?
(ii) Why and how was Bismillah a perfect example of India’s cultural heritage?
(iii) Why did Einstein play with himself in his childhood?
(iv) How did the doctor show presence of mind when he encountered the snake?
(v) ‘Good deeds always make one happy.’ Explain with reference to the lesson ‘The Happy

Prince’.

10. Einstein was not only a great scientist but a great visionary, a campaigner of world-peace
and democracy also. Elucidate. (4marks)

11. You are the disciple in the story, ‘In the Kingdom of Fools’. You are in trouble as you are
about to be hanged. You decide to write a letter to your guru regretting your decision to
stay in the Kingdom of Fools and requesting him to help you. (WL: 80-100 words)

(4marks)


