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This paper consists of four sections:
Section A: Reading -15 Marks
Section B: Writing and Grammar -25 Marks
Section C: Literature - 20 Marks

SECTION A: READING
1. Read the passage given below:

I. The art of listening has become one of the most important skills in modern life – more
important even than the ability to read. Increasingly, communication is by the spoken
word in personal conversation, group addresses, in communication by telephone, in
reception of news and announcements over the radio and through the cinema or
television. The liveliness and activeness of response is a matter of habit born of proper
training.

II. Great though the differences between them, many people do not discriminate between
hearing and listening. The former is merely the exercise of one of the senses while the
intellect remains passive. Certain sounds strike the ears, and we may or may not attach
meaning to them. In any case, we do not exert ourselves in the matter. Pupils in our
schools ‘hear‘ what popularly passes for English‘, and continue speaking a jargon of
their own – usually a mispronounced amalgam of shoddy Americanism sentence patterns
based on prevailing language of the region.

III. Listening can go a long way towards correcting this situation. In listening, we hear with a
purpose, with a consciously directed intellect. In listening comprehension as applied to
English, our aim should be to train the pupil to understand the language, the type of
speech that Professor Lloyd James suggests, can be heard anywhere without causing
discontent.

IV. Such English is not ‘elocution‘, Oxford‘, or even ‘B.B.C.‘ English. The last type is
‘Standard English‘ – the kind that can be understood wherever the language is spoken.
Most of our pupils will never attain to that type in their own speech. They may, even
after all the training we can give them, retain regional peculiarities of cadence and
stress – a sort of Modified Standard English.

V. Assuming such English in the teachers at our schools, we suggest the following:
VI. We ought to distinguish between ‘listening for comprehension of content‘ and ‘listening

to the sounds of English with a view to imitation and reproduction, i.e., learning to speak
well‘.



VII.Both kinds of listening must be cultivated, but with more attention to the latter in the
earlier stages and with more attention to the former as pupils progress towards the senior
classes.

Read the given questions and write the answer in 30-40 words. 2X5=10

i. Why has the art of listening become important in modern time?
ii. What is the difference between hearing and listening?
iii. What should be our aim while training people for listening?
iv. What are the two things that we ought to distinguish between and why?
v. Find the words from the passage which mean the SAME as:

a) Existing (Para 2)
b) Dissatisfaction (Para 3)

2. Read the following passage carefully.
The magnificent Sun Temple of Konark is the culmination of Orissan Temple architecture,
and one of the most stunning monuments of religious architecture in the world. Built by the
king Narasimhadeva in the thirteenth century, the entire temple was designed in the shape of
a colossal chariot with seven horses and twenty four wheels, carrying the Sun God, Surya,
across the heavens. Surya has been a popular deity in India since the Vedic period.
Konark, the seat of world famous Sun Temple, located in the district of Puri, forms one of the
three points of the Golden Triangle of Tourism‘ in the state of Orissa, the other two being
Bhubaneswar, the city of temples and Puri, the abode of Lord Jagannath. This temple chariot
of the Sun God on the golden sands of Bay of Bengal is a 13th century architectural marvel.
Konark‘s serene atmosphere coupled with a quiet but majestic sea-shore is today regarded as
an ideal place for holidaying by domestic as well as foreign tourists.
The Sun God worshipped in Ark-Kshetra is also called Konark. In Brahma Purana‘ the Sun
God in Ark-Kshetrahas been described as Konditya. So it is evident that the place where
Kona Aditya (or Kona-Arka, the Sun God) was worshipped, was also popularly known as
Konark.

On the basis of the above passage, complete the sentences. 1X5=5
a) The most stunning monument of religious architecture in the world is

______________.
b) The temple was designed in the shape of a______________ and ______________.
c) The three points of the ‘Golden Triangle of Tourism are Konark, ______________

and ______________.
d) Konark is a symbol of ______________.
e) Konark is a famous tourist destination because of ______________.



SECTION – B: WRITING

3. Your friend Ivan in Moscow is coming to India for a student exchange programme. He has
heard stories about Indian magicians and snake charmers. Write an email to him telling him
how India has progressed and is now one of the advanced countries of the world. Write the
email in about 120 words. You are Rajesh/Rajni. 5

4. There was a storm brewing outside and you were all alone at home. Suddenly the lights
went out…..
In about 150 words, write a story. You could use some of the phrases given below. 10
Cues:
jumped in fright ---- disappeared in a flash ---- screamed in horror ----- scared the
daylight out of me ----- to my relief ----- touched something eerie

SECTION C- GRAMMAR

5. In the following passage there is an error in each line. Identify the error and write the
incorrect word and the correction against the correct blank number in your answer sheet.

1/2X6=3
Incorrect Correct

Lister’s mind was marvellous prepared. (a)__________ __________
Other men excepted defeat as they (b)_________ __________
think vaguely that there were no gases (c)_________ __________
in the air who caused wounds to (d)_________ __________
become septic. Lister suspected a presence (e)_________ __________
of minute organisms. They set up there (f)_________ __________
own life-destroying life after entering an open wound.

6. Rearrange the jumbled words /phrases to make meaningful sentences: 3

(a) more/ are child workers/ the Indian population/five percent of/than
(b) engaged/are chiefly/ tens of thousands/in agriculture
(c) work/ in urban/ many/ areas/ of industries/ in a variety

7. Complete the following passage by choosing the most appropriate option from those given
in the bracket. 2

(a) Once a poor woman, who (a) _____________(has lost/have lost/had lost) her only son
came (b) ___________Buddha (towards/near/beside/to ) and prayed to him (c)__________

(to bringing/to bring/brought/bring) her dead son back to life. Buddha (d)___________
(listens/is listening/had listened/listened) to her patiently and smiled.



8. Read the dialogue given below and complete the sentences that follow. 2

Mrs. Chopra: What are you doing in my kitchen?

Gopi: I came to drink a glass of water.

Mrs Chopra: Are you alright?

Gopi: Just a little exhausted.

Mrs Chopra asked Gopi what (a)___________________________kitchen. Gopi replied that
he had (b)_________________________. Mrs Chopra enquired of Gopi
(c)___________________alright. Gopi answered that (d) ________________exhausted.

SECTION D- LITERATURE
9. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:

I chatter, chatter, as I flow
To join the brimming river,
For men may come and men may go,
But I go on for ever.
(a) Where does the brook originate from and what is its destination? 1
(b) Explain the last two lines of the stanza . 2

OR
A voice so thrilling ne’er was heard
In spring time from the cuckoo bird,
Breaking the silence of the seas
Among the farthest Hebrides.
(a) What happens when the cuckoo sings in spring time? 2 marks
(b) What do you understand by ‘farthest Hebrides’ ? 1 mark

10. Answer any three of the following in 30- 40 words: 2x3=6
(a) Why didn’t the narrator’s grandmother go to school? Why couldn’t she pursue her studies?
(b) How did Duke meet his end?
(c) What was the dilemma faced by the lady when the tempest gathered around her? What
choice does she finally make?
(d) What do the ‘roads’ signify? Why was the poet doubtful that he would ever come back to
the first road?



11. Answer the following in 80 -100 words: 3

Duke was an extraordinary dog. Justify this statement while commenting on the special
qualities that Duke was endowed with.

OR
Imagine yourself as the granddaughter. Write a diary entry describing your feelings and
experience when you became your grandmother’s teacher.

12. Answer the following question in 150-200 words: 8
Describe the confusion witnessed by the three friends at the Waterloo station.

OR
What impression do you form of the three friends in the novel “Three Men In A Boat”


