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General Instructions
1. Only answers to be written in the answer sheet against correct question number.
2. Attempt all questions in each section before going to the next.
3. Adhere to the word limit. Marks will be deducted for exceeding the word limit.
4. This paper is divided into four sections:
Section A: Reading -16 Marks
Section B: Writing - 24 Marks
Section C: Grammar -16 Marks
Section D: Literature - 24 Marks
______________________________________________________________________________

SECTION A: READING

1. Read the following passage and answer the questions given below:
1. A few kilometers on the road to Rohtak, lies the small village of Dighal. It’s a village

surrounded by natural water bodies, making it a favourite destination for a large species of
migratory birds, bird lovers and wildlife photographers alike. Hundreds of species of birds
migrating from Africa and Northern Asia stop over. Dighal with over two hundred acres of
submerged fields is a wonderful birding hotspot during winter.

2. Recently a rare species of migratory birds have landed in Dighal. The village has many ponds
and in the middle of one of them, the great bittern, a water bird can be spotted that is visiting
India from its native grounds in Central Asia and Europe. This is a rare sighting in India.
Close to the bittern’s pond, another unique visitor, this year, is the marbles duck, another
winter visitor to India.

3. These birds have arrived in India at the tail end of the winter season. Bird watchers feel that
this is due to the fact that these birds are making a brief halt in India on their way to their
breeding grounds in Europe and Central Asia.

4. India has a special position on the migratory flyway of the birds because it is bang in the
centre of the migratory flyway of the birds when the birds fly along the north-south route.
While many birds migrate to the northern parts of the country, several of them choose to fly
south to reach Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka. Some birds, like the Amur Falcons, use India as a
stopover on an even longer migration journey. They stop in Nagaland on their way to east
Africa. They rest and re-fuel in India before undertaking the rest of the journey.

5. Other migratory habits are equally interesting. The bar-tailed Godwit, a wading bird, flies
non-stop for thousands of miles. The cuckoo flies mostly at night and swallows migrate
during the day.



6. The best season for migration is during the spring when their migration takes birds to their
breeding grounds where they will find suitable conditions to mate and rear their young in the
community of similar birds.

a) Why is the village of Dighal drawing attention currently? 1
b) What makes the village a hotspot for migratory birds? 1
c) Name two birds which are rarely sighted in India? 1
d) For what purpose do migratory birds arrive in India? 1
e) Why does India have a special position on the migratory bird route? 2
f) Which is the best season for migration and why? 2
g) Find a word from the passage which means the SAME as: 1/2x2=1

i) walking with effort through water (para 5)
ii) raise/nurture (para 6)

h) Find a word from the passage which means the OPPOSITE of: 1/2x2=1
i) foreign (para 2)
ii) long (para 3)

2. Read the following poem and complete the summary given below:

SPRING
The fragrance of spring
all around
The roses, the gladioli
that valley‘s surround.
The green grass,
all elegant and tall
The musk rose blooms,
that remove the gloom.
The rivers so happy
so blue so green.
The lusty trout that
swims in its stream.
Everything around is
sunny and sweet.
It is the spring that is
spreading its feet.
The sun‘s rays that spread
happiness and warmth,
The laughter of children
that echoes when spring is all around.



It is the season of beauty and life.
It is the season that teaches no strife.

On the basis of your reading of the poem, complete the following summary by filling the
blanks with one word each. 10x1/2=5

(a) ______________ is known as the queen of seasons. It fills the earth with hues and (b)
_____________. The green grass is (c) ______________ and the (d) ______________ of
musk rose removes the (e) ______________. The river is full of life with (f)
______________ trout in its stream. Sunrays spread (g) ______________ and (h)
______________everywhere. With the arrival of spring everything becomes (i)
______________ and (j) ______________ . The laughter of children echoes in spring.
This season full of life teaches us to live in harmony.

k) Find a word from the poem which means the same as ‘Conflict/trouble’ 1

SECTION – B: WRITING

3. Write a notice in not more than 50 words to inform the students of your class about a
Group Poetry Recitation Competition to be held on 30th September 2017. The best group
will get an opportunity to perform in the school Annual Day Function. You are Nidhi/
Nikhil, English Activity In-charge of Class VIII. Invent other necessary details. 6

4. Being a student, it disturbs you that punishment in today’s schools mean, taking away
the activity and games period from the time table. Write a letter to the Editor of The
Times of India, discussing the issue. Suggest some ways to maintain discipline in school.

10
5. Students of your class were awarded at the School Annual Function for their exceptional

performances in fields like sports, arts and academics. As the monitor of the class, write a
150 word report for your class magazine mentioning the details of the award ceremony. 8

SECTION C- GRAMMAR

6. Do as directed 1X10=10
a) Giving your room a new coat of paint is as good as it is to ______________ them.

(use a compound word using ‘spring’)
b) India is country with a _______________ (huge/large) population.
c) She did not cheat on the test, ___________it was not the right thing to do. (use a

coordinating conjunction)



d) ___________________________, the dog hid under the couch. (use a participial
phrase)

e) ‘_____________ elephant’ means something which is very expensive but quite
useless (write a color word)

f) If I had lots of money, I_____________________________ (complete the conditional
clause)

g) A: When I am not working, I run marathons.
B: ________________? That’s very exciting.
A: Yes, _____________ . I have been invited to run the London marathon this year.
(write elliptical responses)

h) The minister’s ___________ (advice/advise) on the matter of war was not heeded by
the king.

i) If you say that someone has ___________________, you mean they are involved in a
lot of things. (write an appropriate idiom)

7. Rearrange the words to make meaningful sentences. 2X1=2
a) we/interesting/found/the/some/library/books/in
b) football/Ken/play/does/weekend/every/ ?

8. Read the passage given below. There is a word missing in each line. Write the missing
word along with the words before and after the missing word in your answer sheets.

1 x 4=4
Before Missing word After

I'm looking my pen. a)________ __________ ________
What am I going write with? b)________ __________ ________
Have you it? c)________ __________ ________
I wanted to write article on education. d)________ __________ ________

SECTION D- LITERATURE

9. Read the following extract and answer the questions that follow:

…
it was clear why the country
had cities where rivers ran
and why the valleys were populated.

a) At what height does the poet make the above observation? 1
b) Write in your own words, the poet’s observation in the given lines. 2
c) Name the poem and the poet. 2



10. Answer the following questions in 30-40 words: 3x5=15
a) Why did the narrator in the story ‘Chasing the Rainbow’ did not want to learn to read

and write?
b) Explain the ‘logic of geography’ in context of the poem ‘Geography Lesson’.
c) What memories did Ratan have of her family?
d) Justify the use of metaphors in the poem ‘Adventures with Books’.
e) Jimmy Well was ‘the truest and the staunchest man in the world.’ Do you agree?

Support your answer with examples from the story.

. 11. Imagine yourself as the Postmaster. Write a diary entry describing your feelings about
leaving the village Ulapur. 4


