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TERM I (2017-18)

SUBJECT- ENGLISH
CLASS: XII

TIME : 3 Hrs M.M. : 100

General Instructions:

This Paper is divided into three sections:

Section A Reading 30 marks
Section B Writing 30 marks
Section D Literature 40 marks

(i) Read each question carefully and follow the instructions.
(ii) Strictly adhere to the word limit given with each question. Marks will be deducted

for exceeding the word limit.

SECTION A : READING

Q1. Read the following passage carefully: 12 Marks

EDUCATION FOR CITIZENSHIP

1. It is good to see the NCERT director raising some fundamental issues about education for
public debate rather than justifying or explaining actions taken by his organization. Krishna
Kumar writes about the philosophical failure of education by not recognising education as an
experience and by missing out its core components, which are understanding and values.
According to him, we fail to take a long-term view by treating education as an opportunity to
proceed further in life and to increase income. He places this flawed view of education and the
unfortunate lack of values in the context of widespread female infanticide.

2. It is indeed often forgotten, and India is no exception, that the purpose of education is
primarily to help students become better human beings and effective citizens. Making people
into good engineers, doctors, accountants, managers and lawyers, is, at least in the long term, a
secondary objective of education.

3. The kind of education, which is now attempted to be imparted starting at a very early stage
and continuing into what is often referred to as higher education, can at best be called vocational
education because it prepares participants to become proficient in their chosen profession.
The loser is what should appropriately be called basic education. The result is that the trained
personnel we have are good at doing vocational and professional work but lack basic human
qualities. The myriad social tensions and issues that we face today are an inevitable consequence
of this.

4. In my work on electoral and political reforms as a civil society activist I continue to be struck
by the large proportion of people from all walks of life, including intelligentsia and college



students, who seem to be blissfully ignorant of the fact that being a citizen also entails some
responsibilities. While most people I come across seem to be quite aware and knowledgeable
about fundamental rights enshrined in our Constitution, few seem to be aware of the fundamental
duties of citizens listed in Article 51(a) inserted by the 42nd amendment with effect from
January 3, 1977.

5. This is one of the major ills of Indian society. The civics and social studies curricula at various
levels of education do not seem to have been effective in delivering the appropriate level of
citizen education. There is, therefore, an urgent need to devise mechanisms to ensure that all
citizens, not only school and college students, become conscious of their responsibilities as
citizens.

6. US Supreme Court judge, Felix Frankfurter noted that an active citizenry is an essential
condition for democracy to succeed. No office in the land is more important than that of being a
citizen.

1.1 On the basis of your reading of the poem answer the following questions choosing the
best option from those given below. (1 x 6 = 6)

(a) What is the mistaken view people take about education?
(i) Education gives opportunity to do progress in life.
(ii) Education is for earning more.
(iii)Education refines quality through experience and values.
(iv)Education makes people civilized and heuristic.

(b) What is the primary purpose of education?
(i) to give knowledge of science and technology
(ii) to make people become good human beings and effective citizens.
(iii)to give life skills to all the students
(iv)to teach literature and philosophy

(c) The NCERT director believes that education should be recognized as…
(i) a means to earn well
(ii) an opportunity to progress
(iii)for making good engineers, doctors, etc.
(iv)an experience which imparts understanding and values.

(d) The most important element of citizen education is that ……….
(i) citizens should know their rights
(ii) citizens should know the constitution of India
(iii)citizens should be aware of their responsibilities
(iv)citizens should know that taxes must be paid

(e) ‘ Core’ in paragraph 1 means
(i) important (iii) basic
(ii)valuable (iv) central



(f) ‘Mechanisms’ in paragraph 5 means ………..
(i) machinery
(ii) institutions
(iii)systems
(iv)schools and colleges

1.2. Answer the following questions briefly. (1 x 6 = 6)

(a) Who or what are losers in the education process ?
(b) What strikes the author in the course of his work on electoral and political reform ?
(c) What is meant by ‘no office in the land is more important than that of being a citizen’?
(d) How can citizen education be improved ?
(e) Find the word which means the same as ‘able to do something well because of training

and practice’ ( para 3 )
(f) Find the word which means the same as ‘staff’ ( para 3 ) .

Q2. Read the following poem carefully:

The World Is Too Much With Us

The world is too much with us; late and soon,
Getting and spending, we lay waste our powers;—
Little we see in Nature that is ours;
We have given our hearts away, a sordid boon!
This Sea that bares her bosom to the moon;
The winds that will be howling at all hours,
And are up-gathered now like sleeping flowers;
For this, for everything, we are out of tune;
It moves us not. Great God! I’d rather be
A Pagan suckled in a creed outworn;
So might I, standing on this pleasant lea,
Have glimpses that would make me less forlorn;
Have sight of Proteus rising from the sea;
Or hear old Triton blow his wreathed horn.

- WILLIAM WORDSWORTH

2.1 Choose the correct alternatives from the options given below: ( 1 x 2 = 2 )

a) The line ‘The world is too much with us’ means

(i) man is too involved in materialistic pursuits
(ii) man is not connected to his inner self
(iii)man is not connected to nature
(iv)all the above

b) By saying that ‘we are out of tune’ the narrator means



(i) That we cannot hear the music that is a part of nature
(ii) That man is leading a disharmonious life which leaves him dissatisfied
(iii) That man is leading a fulfilling and satisfying life.
(iv) That man is unable to appreciate the beauties of nature

2.2 Answer the following questions briefly: ( 1 x 6 = 6 )

(i) According to the narrator how do we waste our powers?
(ii) What does the narrator mean by saying that ‘little we see in nature that is ours’?
(iii) What according to the narrator have the human’s given their hearts to?
(iv) What does the narrator prefer to do?
(v) What does the phrase a ‘creed outworn’ mean?
(vi) According to the narrator what are the sights that would uplift his heart?

2.3. Find words from the passage which mean the same as each of the following: ( 1 x 2 = 2 )

(i) disgusting (ii) nurtured

Q3. Read the following passage carefully and then answer the questions that follow:
8 Marks

1. Archaeological evidence linking Gujarat, Dwaraka and Krishna was lacking. This
prompted Dr. Rao to lead a marine archaeological expedition to the coastal region near
modern Dwaraka in search of submerged settlements that might correspond to Krishna’s
capital.

2. The underwater expeditions won Rao the first World Ship Trust Award for Individual
Achievement undertaken after extensive on-shore excavations had yielded
incontrovertible evidence of a protohistoric settlement of 1600 BC destroyed by the sea.
Conducting 12 expeditions during 1983-1990, Rao identified two underwater settlements,
one near the present-day Dwaraka and the other in the nearby island of Bet Dwaraka. In
the book The Lost City of Dwaraka describing his discoveries, Rao suggested that
Krishna occupied these places around 1500 BC.

3. What Rao and his team discovered was a well-fortified township that extended more than
half a mile from the shore. The sketch plan of Dwaraka, prepared on the basis of
structural remains exposed in the sea-bed, suggests six different sectors of the town all
fortified and some interconnected. Two major roads, each about 18 m wide, connect a
group of three buildings on the east which formed another designated enclosure, in which
six bastions were found in a line.



4. The foundation of boulders on which the city walls were erected showed that the land had
been reclaimed from the sea some 3,600 years back. The submerged township extended
in the north up to Bet Dwaraka (Also known as Sankhodhara-said to have been the
pleasure resort of Krishna and his consorts Satyabhama and Jambavati. The area is noted
for its conch shell of good quality which was in great demand as a non-corrosive
substitute for metal). It extended up to Okhamadhi in the south, and Pindara in the east.
(A pearl fishing village for more than 3,000 years, Pindara is a holy place-Pinda Taraka is
mentioned in the Mahabharata where sage Durvasa had his hermitage.)

5. The general layout of the city of Dwaraka described in ancient texts agrees with that of
the submerged city and shows evidence of town planning. For example: - Land was
reclaimed from the sea near the western shores of Saurashtra. A city was planned and
built here. Dwaraka was a planned city, on the banks of the river Gomati. This beautiful
city was also known as Dwaramati, Dwarawati and Kushasthali. It had well-organised six
sectors, residential and commercial zones, wide roads, plazas, palaces and many public
utilities. A hall called Sudharma Sabha was built to hold public meetings. The city also
boasted of a good harbour.

6. The Sabha Parva text of the Mahabharata describes houses, but none had survived the sea.
A few paved paths, drains, etc. were traced. Some houses or public buildings - had
pillared halls. “An idea of the houses built of dressed and undressed stones in ancient
Dwaraka can be had from the structures laid bare in the Harappan town of Surkotada in
Kutch”, said Rao.

7. Kushasthali is the name given to a pre-Dwaraka (or Harappan) settlement that had been
abandoned and reoccupied and rebuilt during the Mahabharata period, said Rao, who
identifies Bet Dwaraka with Antardvipa of the epic. “The word dvipa as, used in the
Mahabharata often conveys the sense of any land between two rivers or two waters,
although it is also used for a continent”, said Rao. The Harappan seal inscriptions
mention happta duappa (saptadvipa lands) and bhadrama dvappa (bhadrama dvipa-a
seal found at Kalibanga meaning most auspicious land), Also, “the fort wall and
submerged walls in the sea confirm the appellation varidurga, citadel in the water, given
to Dwaraka in the Mahabharata”.

8. Rao also finds confirmation of the reference to Dwaraka as nagara (city) in the epic. The
high level of civilisation in ancient Dwaraka is borne out by the engineering skill,
advanced technology and the high literacy of the people. “It was an urban centre with
certain specialised industries such as boat building, shell working, pearl diving and
perhaps metal working also”, said Rao. The stone mould found in the intertidal zone
compares favourably with similar moulds found in Lothal and other Indus towns just as



the tidal dock at Lothal built in 2300 BC is seen as the precursor of the port installation of
Dwaraka.

A. On the basis of your reading of the passage, make notes using headings and sub-
headings. Use recognizable abbreviations and a format you consider suitable. Also
supply an appropriate title to it. ( 5 Marks )
B. Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words. ( 3 Marks )

SECTION B : WRITING

Q4.You want to sell your Honda City car as you are going abroad on an assignment. Draft a
suitable advertisement to be published in the classified columns of The Times of India, New
Delhi. Invent relevant details. ( 4 Marks)

OR

The Residents Welfare Association of Rail Vihar, Gurgaon wants to inform its residents of
power cut that is going to take place in the colony due to some new electrical fittings in the
colony. Write a notice in not more than 50 words.

Q5. Yesterday you went to Sunrise Hospital, Market Road, New Delhi taking with you the
victim of a hit and run accident. There were chaotic conditions in the casualty department. The
injured was attended to after a lot of precious time had been lost. Write a letter of complaint in
120-150 words to the Medical Superintendent. You are Karan/Karuna, M-114, Mall Road,
Delhi. ( 6 Marks)

OR

Lack of job opportunities in the rural areas is forcing people to migrate to cities. Every big city
thus has a number of slums in it. Life in these slums is miserable. Write a letter in 120-150 words
to the editor of a national newspaper on how we can improve the living conditions in these slums.
You are Karan/Karuna, M 114, Mall Road, Delhi.

Q6. ‘The policy of reservation of seats for admission to the professional course is good for the
deprived Sections of society.’ Write a debate in 150-200 words either for or against the motion.

( 10 Marks)
OR

Write a speech in 150-200 words on ‘Benefits of early rising’ to be delivered by you in the
morning assembly of your school. You are Karuna/ Karan, Head Girl/Head Boy.

Q7. Rising pollution, fast and competitive lifestyle, lack of nutritious food etc. have caused
health woes for a large section of our population. Providing health care used to be a charitable
and ethical activity. Today it has become commercialized, a money spinning business. Write an



article in 150-200 words on ‘How to provide proper health care to the common man’. You are
Mohan/ Mohita ( 10 Marks)

OR

You are Satish/Shweta, working in an NGO which is working for the uplift of socio-economic
conditions of child labourers by counselling their parents and helping children to go to school.
You find it appalling that many people in educated society want the practice of child labour to
continue. Write an article on the “Role of Educated Society in Curbing Child Labour”. (150– 200
words.)

Q8. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: ( 1 x 4 = 4)

It would be an exotic moment
without rush, without engines,
we would all be together
in a sudden strangeness.

(a) What does ‘it’ refer to?
(b) Why would it be called an exotic moment?
(c) What would be the moment like?
(d) What will bind us together?

OR
Break O break open till they break the town
And show the children to green fields, and make their world
Run azure on gold sands, and let their tongues
Run naked into books the white and green leaves open
History theirs whose language is the sun.

(a) To whom does ‘they’ refer?
(b) What should they break?
(c) What kind of world does the poet imagine for these children?
(d) What does the word ‘sun’ symbolize?

Q9. Answer any four of the following questions in 30-40 words each: ( 3 x 4 = 12)

(a) What kind of pain does Kamala Das feel in ‘My Mother at Sixty-Six’?
(b) How did Douglas make sure that he conquered the old terror?
(c) What does ‘donations’, ‘Shakespeare’s head’ and ‘Tyrolese Valley’ suggest?
(d) What is the lament of the young men of Firozabad? Why do they find it difficult to

overcome their difficulties?
(e) How does the author satirize the upbringing and education of crown princes of Indian

states?
(f) “ I crossed to oblivion and the curtain of life fell.” What was the incident which nearly

killed Douglas and developed in him a strong aversion to water?



Q10. Answer the following question in 120-150 words: ( 6 Marks )

In today’s fast life, children neglect their aging parents. What do you think children can
do to have an involved and inclusive relationship with their elderly parents?

OR

“ We’ve all a great deal to reproach ourselves with”. Explain the context in which
M.Hamel made this remark.

Q11. Answer the following question in 120-150 words: ( 6 Marks )

While hatred against a member of the enemy race is justifiable, especially during war
time, what makes a human being rise above narrow prejudices?

OR

Even today, so many among us believe in superstitions. An astrologer predicted about
‘The Tiger king’ that he would be killed by a tiger. He ‘killed’ one hundred tigers yet was
himself ‘killed’ by a tiger. How did the superstitious belief prevail?

Q12. Answer the following questions in 120-150 words: ( 2 x 6 = 12 )

(a) Within a few days of his arrival in Iping, people became suspicious of Griffin. Why?

(b) Marvel was the ultimate opportunist. Comment


