
APEEJAY SCHOOL, SAKET
TERM I (2017-18)

SUBJECT- ENGLISH
CLASS: XI

TIME : 3 Hrs M.M. : 70

General Instructions:

This Paper is divided into three sections:

Section A Reading 18 marks
Section B Writing 17 marks
Section C Grammar 10 marks
Section D Literature 25 marks

(i) Read each question carefully and follow the instructions.
(ii) Strictly adhere to the word limit given with each question. Marks will be deducted

for exceeding the word limit.

SECTION A : READING

Q1. Read the following passage carefully: 10 Marks

LEARN TO BE FREE TO BE JOYOUS

1. Each day is a chance to invest in life: a chance to renew yourself. To shed yesterday’s
skin.

2. To unburden yourself. To get rid of yesterday’s hurt. Be glad of life each day as it gives
you a chance to work, love and play; to look at the sun. And then when the sun sets, don’t
cry – the tears will make you miss the beauty of stars.

3. Life moves on and if you don’t stop and look at the wonders already present in your life,
you will miss life altogether.

4. Think of big thoughts but relish the small joys life offers you each day. Maybe it’s as
simple as smiling at someone. For, that could be the last day of life – for you or for her.

5. A small genuine act from you will cost you nothing but it could mean everything to
somebody that day. Life is a succession of moments. Live each moment. Life has no
romance without risk. Any action carries some amount of risk, may be less or more, but
the element of risk is always present.

6. If there is no wind, row. Make things happen rather than let things happen. One can give
nothing whatsoever without giving oneself, risking oneself. The most important thing in
life is not what you get but what you give.

7. Once a preacher called at the home of a very poor family. When he came out, he found
one son admiring his new car, so the preacher explained that he had received it as a gift
from his brother.



8. Most lads would say, “I wish I had a brother like that.” But this one said, “Mister, I wish
I could be a brother like that.”

9. If you are not enjoying this journey, for sure you won’t enjoy the destination. It will
become a moment to dread, not a moment you can actually look forward to. It’s not what
happens that determines our future, but what you do about what happens that counts.

10. Conquer the mind and you conquer the world. Looking back strains your neck muscles.
Similarly, living in the past strains your life. Don’t dwell on the past, have faith in
yourself and you will have faith in others. Fulfill your destiny. Remember, no one can
make you unhappy without your consent.

11. The way you cope with life, is what makes the difference. Even peace of mind is not the
absence of conflict but the ability to cope with it. You have to reach out to other people.
That will teach you to forgive people and also forgive yourself.

12. Forgiveness means letting go of the past. Compassion is about stepping outside yourself.
A kind compassionate act is often its own reward. Live your life without complaining,
just like the tree.

1.1 On the basis of your reading of the passage, answer the following questions by choosing
the best of the given choices. ( 1x6 = 6 )

(a) Why should we be glad each day?
i. because we are more mature each new day
ii. because we have more energy
iii. because we are free of yesterday
iv. because we can live life, work and enjoy each new day

(b) What is meant by ‘make things happen’?
i. Take initiative, take risks, start things
ii. If you are in a boat, you must row
iii. Give whatever you wish to give
iv. Do not try to get things

(c) ‘A small genuine act’ could mean __________
i. An act of kindness and love
ii. A heroic act
iii. A good piece of acting
iv. A short scene in a play

(d) We should not dwell on the past because__________
i. we should learn from our mistakes in the past
ii. the past does not allow us to progress
iii. our mistakes and failures in the past can depress us
iv. the past will never come back

(e) ‘Succession’ in para 5 means __________



i. Achievement iii. Inheritance
ii. Happiness iv. Series

(f) ‘Romance’ in para 5 means ___________
i. A love affair iii. An imaginative temperament
ii. Charm iv. Danger

1.2 Answer these questions briefly. ( 1 x 4 = 4 )
(a) What is meant by ‘peace of mind’?
(b) What is compassion about?
(c) What does conquering the mind mean?
(d) How can we appreciate the wonders of life?

Q2. Read the following passage carefully:
1. India is surrounded by waterbodies on three sides yet we face water shortage every year!

Consider this-the per capita water availability in India was 3,450 cu m in 1951. By 2025, the
annual per capita availability of water is expected to fall drastically from the current 1800 cu
m per person to 1200-1500 cu m.

2. Mumbai’s demand for water is expected to rise to 7,950 MLD (million litres daily) by 2011.
Current supply is around 3100 MLD-already a substantial shortfall as the city receives only
2500 MLD, the balance lost on account of leakages and pilferage. Delhi Jai Board is able to
supply only around 650 million gallons of water per day against the demand of 750 million.

3. According to a World Bank study of 27 Asian cities with population of over 1,000,000
Kolkata is the fourth worst performing metro in terms of hours of water availability per day.

4. The quality of available water is also fast deteriorating. In 1982 it was reported that 70 per
cent of all available water in India was polluted. The situation is much worse today. Over-
extraction of ground water has led to salt water intrusion into coastal aquifiers. It has also
resulted in problems of excessive fluoride, iron, arsenic and arsenic and salinity in water
affecting about 44 million people in India. Ground water is facing an equally serious threat
from contamination by industrial effluent and faecal matter, as well as pesticides and
fertilizers from farm run-offs.

5. Unless priority in given quickly to creating an infrastructure to assure availability to water,
there may be no water to meet the agricultural, domestic and industrial needs of a population
that has tripled in 50 years to one billion.

6. Water management is therefore a major challenge for town planners, builders and architects
today, not just in terms of availability of water, but most importantly its quality.

7. As water shortage increases, alternate sources of water supply are gaining importance. These
include sewage recycle, rainwater harvesting, generating water from humidity in the
atmosphere etc. Water recycle, rainwater harvesting, generating water from humidity in the
atmosphere etc. water recycle is a simple, effective and economical solution to conserve
water so that more fresh water is available for uses such as drinking, bathing, cooking and
laundry.

8. Rajesh Sharma, managing director, Ion Exchanges (India) Ltd, opines, “Population,
industrialization and pollution are putting pressure on our limited fresh water resources.
There is a limit to increasing water supply because we are running out of sources and the cost



of additional facilities in prohibitive. Moreover as industry, which pays heavily for the water
it uses, recycles more and more of it, it will be increasingly difficult for municipalities to find
the money for subsidy. Sewage recycle would help reduce infrastructural costs on public
water supply systems as well as avoid heavy losses of water through leakages during
distribution through public supply pipelines. The best way to solve water scarcity, therefore,
is by conserving water and recycling it wherever possible. Recycling must be made
mandatory for all new projects-industrial or domestic. It should be promoted for existing
buildings also.

9. “Apart from priority to watershed development, rainwater harvesting and water recycle,
another area we need to address is optimising use of water in agriculture (which uses 70% of
fresh water) through drip irrigation etc.”

A. On the basis of your reading of the passage, make notes using headings and sub-
headings. Use recognizable abbreviations and a format you consider suitable. Also supply
an appropriate title to it. ( 5 Marks )
B. Write a summary of the passage in about 80 words. ( 3 Marks )

SECTION B : WRITING

Q3. Every year on Children’s day, an exhibition of science Projects is held at the Indira Gandhi
Indoor Stadium. Your School has received an invitation from the Education Minister of Delhi
inviting the students to visit it. Write a notice in about 50 words informing the students about the
display, advising them to go and enjoy. You are Sunil/ Suman, Head Boy/ Head Girl, Bright
Minds Public School, New Delhi. ( 4 Marks )

OR

Delhi can lay its claim to be a modern city primarily because of the Metro Rail System. It is an
efficient and well planned mode of transport. Prepare a poster stating the Dos and Don'ts while
using Metro.

Q4. You are Karan/Karuna, pursuing a course in tourism from YMCA, Delhi. You recently saw
an advertisement offering a limited period discounted trip to Paris. Write a letter to Thomas
Cook Travels inquiring about the trip and giving your requirements. (150 words) ( 5 Marks )

OR

You are a resident of Delhi and love its beautiful architecture. Recently you visited the Red Fort
and were disturbed to see the poor maintenance of the monument by the concerned authorities as
well as by the careless and negligent attitude of the visitors who spoil the buildings by writing
names, messages on the walls, domes etc. Write a letter to the Editor, Hindustan Times
expressing concern over this state and the need for awakening a sense of pride and love for such
monuments in the common people.



Q5. Write an article for your school magazine on “the need for education of girls in the country
for national development.” (Word limit: 150-200 words) ( 8 Marks )

OR

The science stream of study is no longer the only avenue for decent jobs. In fact, higher
education is no longer the necessary for securing good jobs. Information technology, hospitality,
fashion, and entertainment industries have opened the door to enterprising men and women. You,
a career counselor, have been asked to deliver a speech to the students of class XI of ITL Public
School. You are Ameesh/ Anisha from the “Careers Galore”.

SECTION C: GRAMMAR

Q6. Rewrite the sentences as directed: ( 1x4 = 4 )

i. While I was walking along the street, I saw a dead cobra. (Change into Simple Sentence)
ii. He is the best student in the class. (Use comparative degree)
iii. He grew silent and seemed to be pondering on the situation. (Use ‘Not Only…but also)
iv. She was too happy to care. (Remove ‘too’)

Q7. The following passage is incomplete. One word has been omitted in the line against
which there is a blank. Write the missing word along with the word coming before it and
the word coming after it. ( ½ x 8 = 4 )

Before Word After

Parmesh and his friends planning a trip a) ______ ______ ______
during the summer vacations. While all of were keen b) ______ ______ ______
to get away from the heat, none them were able to c) ______ ______ ______
suggest which place to visit.
It only draw of lots which could finally decide the matter. d) ______ ______ ______
They decided on Ooty as it was neither too far away too e) ______ ______ ______
crowded. The date of departure and the duration of their
stay was still to decided. The announcement of their final f) ______ ______ ______
exam date sheet was still two weeks away.
Until then, each of them resolved h) ______ ______ ______
collect information about hill station. i) ______ ______ ______

Q8. Rearrange the following to form meaningful sentences. ( 1 x 2 = 2)
(a)occupy/history/in/of/India/honoured/Rajputs/the/the/an/place
(b)lay/honour/their/would/they/down/lives/their/uphold/to



SECTION D: LITERATURE

Q9. Read the extract given and answer the questions that follow: ( 1 x 3 =3 )

A sweet face,
My mother’s, that was before I was born.
And the sea, which appears to have changed less,
Washed their terribly transient feet.

(i) What has not changed much and why?
(ii) What is being indicated in the phrase “Terribly transient feet”?
(iii)Which poetic device has been used in the last line of the given stanza?

Q10. Answer the following in not more than 30-40 words (any 3):- ( 2 x 3= 6 )

a) What was the grandmother’s concept of proper education?
b) What arguments did farmer John Byro advance to prove the usefulness of the horse to the
country dweller?
c) Shyama the narrator was a good reader of thoughts. Cite textual evidences to prove the truth of
the statement
d) What was the narrator’s perceptions of her mother’s belongings lying with Mrs. Dorling?
Why was it so?

Q11. Answer any one in about 120-150 words. ( 6 Marks )

“Mourad enjoyed being alive more than anybody else who had ever fallen into the world by
mistake”. Discuss Mourad’s character in the light of the above statement.

OR

Why do you think the narrator called Ile Amsterdam ‘as the most beautiful island in the world’?

Q12. Answer the following questions in about 100-120 words. ( 2 x 5 = 10)

a) What did Lord Canterville warn Hiram B. Otis about when he bought the Canterville
chase? What does this tell you about her character?

b) ‘The Canterville Ghost’ is a study in contrasts. Show how this is true in the context of an
American family placed in an English setting.


