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Total Marks: 80 M             Time allotted-3 hrs.  
  
General Instructions: This paper is divided in four sections 

Section A:      Reading     16 Marks  
Section B:      Writing     24 Marks 
Section C:      Grammar     16 Marks 
Section D:      Literature     24 Marks 

1. Attempt all questions  
2. Do not write anything in the question paper  
3. Answer the questions in each section before going on to the next section 4. All the 

answers must be correctly numbered as in the question paper and written in the 
answer sheet provided to you.  

4. Adhere to the word limit given with each question.  
5. Read each question carefully and follow the instructions. 

SECTION-A: READING 

Q1.  Read the poem carefully and answer the following questions.     (6 M)  

THE ELEPHANT  
Here comes the elephant Swaying along.  
With the cargo of children All singing 
a song:  
To the tinkle of laughter  
He goes on his way,  
And his cargo of children           
Have crowned him May, His legs 
are in leather And padded his toes:  
He can root up an oak With a whisk 
of his nose: With a wave of his 
trunk, And a turn of his chin.  
He can pull down a house Or pick 
up a pin. Beneath his grey 
forehead A little eye peers!  
Of what is he thinking   
Between those wide ears ?  
Of what does he think?  



If he wished to tease.  
He could twirl his keeper  
Over the trees  
And so with the children  
He goes on his way  
To the tinkle of laughter  
And crowned with the May.  

a. Where are the children seated?         (1) 
b. What are the children doing?         (1) 
c. What can the elephant do with a whisk of his nose?      (1) 
d. What have they crowned his head with?        (1) 
e. If the elephant wished to tease, what could he do?        (1) 
f. What can elephant do with his trunk?        (1) 

Q2. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:           (10m)  

ARE WE EATING RIGHT? 

1. If we are what we eat, then we are in big trouble. According to some 
environmentalists each day brings some new horrors to light. First it was reported that 
our mineral water, which we believed was absolutely pure and safe to drink, was 
found to contain high levels of toxic matter. Then popular soft drinks were found to 
be contaminated.  

2. This is because much of our food and water contains a host of pesticides, for which no 
safety limits have been set. The consequences are devastating, for even a study of just 
three of the commonly used pesticides has revealed alarming health hazards. It has 
been found that DDT causes liver cirrhosis, endocrine and reproductive organ 
damage. Endosulfan, another commonly used pesticide, affects the kidney and causes 
disorders among un-born children. It even increases chances of cancer. Lindane, a 
pesticide in use in India, causes chronic liver disease. All the above pesticides cause 
learning disabilities among children and results in a slowing down of their mental 
capacities.  

3. But not all environmentalists are in agreement with the idea that pesticides in food are 
the cause of poor health conditions. They argue that if elite environmentalists were to 
have their way, they would probably go to the extent of banning tractors in fields 
saying that their diesel emissions caused pollution. Elsewhere in the world, the 
environmentalists of this extreme kind have campaigned against even the limited use 
of pesticides and that too in places that needed it the most. As a result, many of the 
international agencies. Including the World Bank, turned away from supporting 
science- based agricultural programmes so urgently required in regions like Sub 
Saharan Africa.  

4. But one need not go the whole way with these alarmist. It was they who rang warning 
bells when Operation Flood was announced in India and , similar warnings were 



given at the time of the Green Revolution, where the crop yield grew six-fold, thanks 
in greater part to the judicious use of pesticides. Perhaps the greatest argument to 
counter these forebodings is the fact that despite consuming pesticide contaminated 
food, Indians have increased their life span. The life expectancy would not have 
touched 61 from a mere 48 in 1950 if pesticide consumption in our food were such an 
alarming factor. Today’s children are taller, healthier and more multi talented. Sound 
scientific analysis therefore is the basis of healthy food production and the foundation 
of food safety. Proper hygiene in food consumption and preparation, are the best ways 
to ensure healthy living.  

a. The two common problems affecting children from pesticide infected goods are: 
____________________________________________  

b. The writer says that the two counter arguments negating a total ban on pesticides 
is:___________________________________________  

c. International agencies refused to support science based agricultural programmes in 
sub-saharan because:_______________________________________  

d. Find the words from the passage that mean the same as:  
(1) Relating to poison (para 1)  
(2) Crushingly effective (para 2)  
(3) Sound and discerning (para4)  
(4) The duration of time from birth till death (para4)  

SECTION-B: WRITING 

Q3. Your class is going on a four-day trip to Mahabalipuram and Puducherry. Write a notice 
for the class notice board, inviting names for the trip. Give details of the dates and 
expenditure of the trip.                        (5) 

Q4. You are Shubhan/ 
Shubhi. Write an article on 
‘Importance of Newspaper in 
Our Life’ in about 
       150-200 words.  
     
    (6) 

Q 5 . Yo u a r e Mukul/ Mahima 
of Alps Public S c h o o l . Yo u r 
s c h o o l h a s o r g a n i z e d a 
d e b a t e o n “ A c a d e m i c 
Excellence Is The O n l y 
Requirement For A S u c c e s s f u l 
Career” and you w i l l b e 
participating from y o u r s c h o o l . 



Prepare your views against or in favour of the motion in 200-250 words.        (7) 

Q6. Study the pie chart given below, which is the result of the survey conducted among the school children. 
This depicts the various reasons of Increasing Obesity and Mental Health Problems among the school children. 
Interpret the data in 100-150 words.            (6) 

  
                                

SECTION-C GRAMMAR 

Q7. Change the following sentences to complex sentences.       (4 marks) 

a. School was over. It was a celebration. 
b. I stared at the stooped, shriveled body. 
c. My mother climbed up the steps with her stick, her only support. 
d. We all respect him but cannot express that in public. 

Q.8  Complete the following sentences with suitable determiners.       (4 marks) 
a. We have _________________ minutes to spare. (few/a few) 
b. He is famous for being ______________ rich. (very/ much) 
c. There weren’t ________________ people who followed the teaching of Socrates. (much/ many/ very/ 

some) 
d. Though most of the seats have been filled,_________________ are still left. (some/ any/ much) 

Q9. . Change the following sentences from Active to Passive voice:       (4 marks) 

a. Who is knocking at the door? 

b. The school drama society is staging a ballet. 



c. Rakesh has sent a telegram today. 

d. Swaraj is forcing me to sign the papers. 

  

Q10.  Change the following into Indirect speech. .                               (4 marks)  

a. He said, “I have finished my work.”  
b. He said, “You are my good friend.”  
c. “Leave this place”,said the teacher to the boys.  
d. He said, “Is anyone there in the house?”  

SECTION- D LITERATURE 

11. Read the following extracts and answer the questions that follow :                       (8 marks)  

I “ ‘Twas vain: the loud waves lash’d the shore, 
Return or aid preventing: 
The waters wild went o’er his child, 
And he was left lamenting.”  
A)Name the poem and the poet.        (1) 
B)Name the literary device used in the third line.      (1) 
C)Who was left lamenting and why?       (2)  

II “ I met a traveller from an antique land 
Who said; ‘Two vast and trunkless legs of stone 
Stand in the desert. Naer them, on the sand,  
Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown,  
And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command, 
Tell that its sculptor well those passions read  
Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things.”  
A)Name the poem and the poet.        (1) 
B)What is the ‘lifeless thing” and why does it have a “sneer of cold command”?  (1) 
C)Who does the “shattered visage” belong to and why is it “half- sunk”?   (2) 

12 Answer the following questions briefly:       (2 X 6=12)  

a. Did Jack regret what he had done? Give a reason for your answer. (A Hasty 
Judgement) 

b. When and why did Ratty ‘nudge’ Mole? (Adventure At Toad Hall) 
c. Why are the fishermen confident that they will be protected? (Coromandel Fishers) 
d. Why was the landlord amazed at the four stories? (A Fishy Story) 
e. Why did Hughie call Alan a heartless person? Do you agree with him? (Model 

Millionaire) 



f. Why was Lord Ullin left lamenting? (Lord Ullin’s Daughter) 

Q13. Imagine yourself as Hughie from the story Model Millionaire. Write a diary entry to 
share your experience you had with the beggar at Alan’s place and how the beggar proved to 
be a model millionaire.          (4 marks)   
  


