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Total Marks: 80 M             Time allotted-3 hrs.  
  
General Instructions: This paper is divided in four sections 

Section A:      Reading     16 Marks  
Section B:      Writing     24 Marks 
Section C:      Grammar     16 Marks 
Section D:      Literature     24 Marks 

1. Attempt all questions  
2. Do not write anything in the question paper  
3. Answer the questions in each section before going on to the next section. All the 

answers must be correctly numbered as in the question paper and written in the answer 
sheet provided to you.  

4. Adhere to the word limit given with each question.  
5. Read each question carefully and follow the instructions. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

                                    SECTION-A (READING) 

Q1. Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

FORESTS 

1. When most of us think of forests, we think of trees. True, trees are the most prominent form of life in a 
forest. But there’s much more to a forest than the eye can see. Each forest is a growing, changing 
community made up of many different plants and animals that interact with each other in a variety of 
ways.  

2. Associated with trees are thousands of other kinds of plants- shrubs, vines, leaves, herbs, ferns and 
mosses. These use trees for support, for shade and for moisture to grow. It is all the green plants that 
make food for the animals, birds, reptiles, amphibians and insects. These, in return, pollinate flowers, 
distribute seeds, aerate the soil and carry out many other important functions. Even fungi, bacteria and 
other microscopic organisms play a vital role in the forest. They break down plant and animal material 
and turn it into a rich layer of soil called humus. 

3. Thus all are tied together in many ways- interdependent for food, living conditions and cooperation for 
survival. The different kinds of plants in a forest make up layers of forest stores. The branches and 
leaves of the tallest trees make up the roof or the canopy. This is the food factory where photosynthesis 
takes place. Growing in the shadow under the canopy are the shorter trees and shrubs. These form the 
understorey. On the forest floor where it is darker and more humid grow the grasses, ferns, wildflowers, 
lichens and mosses. With the fallen leaves and rotting logs, these make up the forest floor. 

4. Each layer has its own special set of residents- birds, animals, insects that find food and shelter there. 
Together they weave the rich tapestry of forest life. 



I. What is the most prominent form of life in the Earth?        (2) 
II. How is humus formed?           (2) 
III. Name three different layer s in a forest?         (2) 
IV. How do green plants, birds and animals help each other?       (2) 
V. Find a word from the passage which means the same as:       (2) 
VI. (a) society (para 1)       (b) depend on each other (para 3) 

Q2. . Read the poem carefully and answer the questions that follow: 
Alive 

Because you live, though out of sight and reach, 
I will, so help me God, live bravely too, 
Taking the road with laughter and gay speech, 
Alert, intent to give life all its due. 
I will delight my soul with many things, 
The humours of the street and books and plays, 
Great rocks and waves winnowed by seagull’s wings, 
Star-jewelled Winter nights, gold harvest days.  

I will for your sake praise what I have missed, 
The sweet content of long-united lives, 
The sunrise joy of lovers who have kissed, 
Children with flower- faces, happy wives. 
And last I will praise Death who gives anew 
Brave life adventurous and love--and you. 
     

-Winifred M. Letts 

i. What is adventure according to the poet?      (1) 
ii. Is the poet being happy for her own sake?     (1) 
iii. Which things will the poet look at and be happy?    (2) 
iv. Pick out the word from the poem which means the OPPOSITE of the words 

 given below:         (2) 

(a) never again     (b) blame 

SECTION-B (WRITING) 

Q3. Write an essay on the topic ‘Importance of Moral Education’ in not more than 250 words.     (7) 

Q4. You are the Sports Secretary of your school. Write a notice to inform all the students about the Annual 
Sports Day Celebration in the school on March 2, 2020. Give all required details.      (5) 

Q5. You are Ramesh/ Ramola of Road No. 4, Civil Lines, Bareilly. Write a letter to the editor of Times of India, 
New Delhi, expressing your concern about increase in the rate of road accidents, rash driving and overcrowded 
road transport.              (7) 



Q6. Write a short biographical sketch of Mother Teresa, using the information given below.    (5) 

• Birth- 27 August 1910 of Albanian parents in Skopje 
• Real Name- Agnes Gonxha Bojaxhiu 
• 1928- she joined convent in Ireland; 18 years old. 
• 1929- sent to Darjeeling, India 
• 1931- Began teaching at Kolkata Girl’s School 
• 1948- Left teaching to work among the poor in slums of Kolkata 
• 1950-1996- worked for downtrodden and sick destitute 
• 1979- awarded Nobel Peace Prize 
• Death- 5 September 1997 

SECTION-C (GRAMMAR) 

Q7. Change the following sentences from Active to Passive voice:      (4 marks) 

a. Who is knocking at the door? 

b. The school drama society is staging a ballet. 

c. Rakesh has sent a telegram today. 

d. Swaraj is forcing me to sign the papers. 

Q8. Write whether the following sentences are simple, compound or complex sentences:    (4 marks) 

1. I was in such a terrible condition that I will never forget about it. _____________________ 

2. Vinita must hurry up if she wants to catch the bus. ___________________________ 

3. Having finished his homework, he went to play. 

4. The shirt that I saw in the shop was so beautiful that I could not even blink my eyes. 

_____________________ 

Q9. . Re-arrange the following words and phrases to make the meaningful sentences.    (2 marks) 

a) agriculture/India’s/depends on/economy/mainly 

b) positions/two/opening/of/four/batsmen/took 

Q10. .  Complete with the past perfect or past perfect continuous tense.      (2 marks) 

a. We couldn’t grt in because we had ________________(lose) our keys. 

b. She ___________________(sleep) for four hours when a loud noise woke her up. 



Q11. . Rewrite the sentences in reported speech.         (4 marks) 

a) Mother told us, ‘I’ve been looking for my glasses all day.’ 

b)  ‘I don’t understand this sum,’ Fatima said. 

c) Sunaina told me, ‘I saw Alok on my way to school.’ 

d) My brother told me, ‘I’m not going to help you.’ 

SECTION-D (LITERATURE) 

Q12. Read the extract carefully and answer the questions that follow: 

A. ‘He clasps the crag with crooked hands; 
      close to the sun in lonely lands, 
      Ring’d with the azure world, he stands.’ 

I. Who is ‘he’ in the given lines? Where is he?         (1) 
II. Explain the second line of the stanza.         (1) 
III. Pick out an example of a metaphor from the given lines.        (2) 

B. ‘Then a soldier, 
     Full of strange oaths, and bearded like the pard, 
     Jealous in honor, sudden and quick in quarrel, 
     Seeking the bubble reputation 
     Even in the cannon’s mouth.’ 

I. Name the poem and the poet.            (1) 
II. Name a literary device used in the extract.           (1) 
III. Explain the phrase ‘seeking the bubble reputation even in the cannon’s mouth’.    (2) 

Q13. Answer the following questions briefly:        (6 X 2=12) 

a. Why has the last stage of a man’s life been referred to as second childishness? (The Seven Ages of Man) 

b. Why did the Postmaster feel like ‘a fish out of water’? (The Postmaster) 

c. Why was Lochinvar hurrying to reach Netherby Hall? (Lochinvar) 

d. Why did the king call Bholenath? (It All Began with Drip- Drip) 

e. What did the governor envision while reading the letter? (The Child’s Letter) 

f. Why did the girls hide the basket under the sofa when they heard the sound of the door? (A Merry 
Christmas) 



Q14. Imagine yourself as the governor from the story ‘The Child’s Letter’. Write a diary entry to describe your 
experience you had while reading the letter of a six years old child and how it changed your mind.  (4 marks) 


