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	   	   SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT – II (2013-2014) 
ENGLISH COMMUNICATIVE 

Class - IX 
Time: 3-3½ hours       Maximum Marks: 80   
        
Instructions:  
The question paper is divided into four sections.  
Section A   :   Reading    20 marks  
Section B   :   Writing and Grammar 25 marks  
Section C   :   Literature   25 marks  
Section D  :   Open Text   10 marks 
	  

	  

	  

	   	   SECTION A 
(READING: 20 Marks) 

	  

	  

	   1	   Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow : 
SCIENCE AND HUMAN WELFARE 
Science has transformed human life beyond all imagination. Thanks to the efforts of a few 
scientists, man is no longer a helpless toy in the hands of Nature, but the proud master of the 
three worlds of land, air and water. We live more and have our being in Science. The triumph 
of science is seen everywhere in life. According to Bertrand Russell, science has changed the 
face of the earth and the world has changed more during the last 150 years than during 4000 
years prior to that. In fact, now, we have ceased to look upon trains or motor cars, electricity 
or telegraph as marvels of Science. Can we visualize the shape of things before the birth of 
science ? People living fifty miles away from London had hardly seen the world’s greatest 
city. Books were few and copies by hand by costly scribes and so they remained the preserve 
of only a few. Communication was almost hon-existent, except for those who could afford to 
send special messengers. Small-pox and other diseases reaped a harvest of people. In short 
disease, ignorance and suspicion were prevalent everywhere. 
It has been found that the energy generated by the release of an atom bomb is sufficient to 
burn about four square kilometers of land, say about 80,000 people. But if the same energy is 
applied for constructive purposes, it is capable of working wonders. It has been found that 
one pound of uranium, when converted into energy is equivalent to 15,000 tons of coal. 
Therefore, the lovers of peace denounce the atomic weapons and not the atomic energy.  
Before us, now lies a new era in which the power of atomic energy has been released. That age 
will either be of complete devastation or in which new sources of power will lighten the labor 
of mankind and increase the standard or living all over the world. It is for us to decide, 
whether we will destroy the world with atomic bomb or rebuild it with atomic energy.  
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On the basis of your reading of the above passage, answer the following questions : 
 
Q. 1. Whose life has been transformed by science ? 
a) animals                                         b) mankind 
c) scientists                                       d) villagers 
 
Q. 2. In the absence of science, _____________ was prevalent. 
a) ignorance                                     b) diseases 
c) Suspicion                                     d) literacy 
 
 
Q. 3. What is denounced by the lovers of peace ? 
a) Atomic energy                           b) weapons 
c) Atomic weapons                       d) labor of mankind 
 
Q. 4. Whose triumph is seen everywhere in life ? 
a) science                                       b) mankind 
c) Atomic energy                          d) scientists 
 
Q. 5. The Antonym for constructive is _____________ 
a) productive                                   b) useful  
c) destructive                                   d) positive 
	  
	  

	   2	   Read the following passage carefully : 

Fear at the time of going for an interview is quite natural, so this is acceptable. However, what 
is not accpetable is fear morphing into panic, which can diminish a performance in many 
ways. It is perfectly natural to be a bit nervous before an interview, but there is an element of 
energy present even in this nervousness and if properly harnessed, this energy can help you 
to present yourself with agility, passion and conviction. But in order to do so you need to 
control your nerves in a positive way. Before the interview, you should try to visualize an 
enthusiastic interviewer, who is reacting positively to your responses. Picture yourself 
delivering a clear and interesting presentation, admit to yourself that you may be nervous, but 
you are going to convert your nervousness into positive energy. 

We all love to talk about ourselves and are never tired of telling others how we feel, what we 
think, why we acted the way we did and when we felt stumped or clueless. We are usually 
full of ourselves, if not obsessed. Remember that interviewers are not your adversaries and 
they are not attending the interview in order to pull you apart. Their interest lies in what you 
have to say and show them about yourself. 
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Choose the most appropriate answer from the alternatives given : 

(a) What can help a candidate to face the interview board confidently ? 

 (i) Elements of energy diminishing 

 (ii) Properly harnessed elements of energy 

 (iii) Elements of agility 

(i) Elements of conviction 
(b) Before the interview one should __________. 

 (i) control the senses 

 (ii) imagine enthusiastic interviewer 

 (iii) freak out 

 (iv) be cool and composed 

(c) A normal human likes to __________ . 

 (i) talk about social politics 

 (ii) discuss about social issues 

 (iii) talk about ourselves 

 (iv) self obsessed 

(d) Interviewer’s  interest lies in __________ . 

 (i) our qualifications 

 (ii) our experience 

 (iii) what we have to say 

 (iv) how we face the interview 

(e) Find the correct synonym for the word ‘stumped’ from the given options. 

 (i) perplexed  (ii) enlightened 

 (iii) categorical  (iv) tangible    
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	   3	   Read the following passage carefully.  

 

Kamla was seven and smart, She was already very conscious that she was one of the short 
girls in the class. Now having to wear spectacles would be an added misery as other girls will 
stare and giggle at her. When Kamla went to school the next day, wearing the horrid 
spectacles, all that she had feared really did happen. She asked her best friend to hide her 
spectacles. When her class teacher entered the class, Kamla was all jittery. She pulled her 
spectacles off her nose and shove them into the desk. Now Kamla felt good. She realized that 
the spectacles made the  bridge of her nose hurt; they hurt her behind her ears as well and that 
made her temples throb.  
But the problem soon began. Kamla could not read what was written on the black board.  

During the short break, her spectacles were gone. Soon there was commotion. Word got 
around that Kamla’s spectacles were missing. Kamla stood up and spoke in a trouble voice, 
“Please teacher, my spectacles are gone  from my desk”. “I have good news  for you Kamla”,  
said her teacher. “I saw you pushing the spectacles into your desk.  During the short break I 
took them and kept them here”,   she said pointing to her own desk. Kamla promptly put the 
spectacles on and never thought of taking them off, again.  

 

(1) On the basis of your reading of the passage, complete the following statements.  

 (a) Kamla was always __________. 

 (b) __________ would add to Kamla’s misery.  

(2) Answer the following questions.  

 (a) Why did Kamla remove the spectacles ? 

 (b) What was the commotion all about ? 

(3) Find words from the passage which mean the same as : 

 (a) Nervous   (b) Swiftly 	  
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	   4	   Read the given poem carefully. 

 

MIRACLES 
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Each time that I switch on the light  

A Miracle it seems to me  

That I should rediscover sight 

And banish dark so utterly 

One moment I am bleakly blind, 

The next-exultant life I find. 

 

Below the sable  of the sky 

My eyelids double darkness make. 

Sleep is divine, yet oh how I 

Am glad with wonder to awake ! 

To  welcome, glimmery and wan 

The mighty Miracle of Dawn. 

 

For I’ve mad moments when I seem,  

With all the marvel of a child,  

To dwell within a world of dream, 

To sober fact unreconciled. 

Each simple act has struck me thus- 

Incredibly miraculous. 

 

When every thing I see and do 

So magical can seem to me 

How vain it is to seek the True, 

 The riddle of Reality… 

So let me with joy lyrical 
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Proclaim all life a Miracle! 

 

1. Based on the given poem, complete the summary by filling in  only one word in each 
blank : 

The poet finds that life is a big (a) ________. Each time, when he switches on the light, he is 
surprised how it vanishes (b) ________ completely. Every morning, when he wakes up, he 
experiences the miracle of (c) ________. He realizes that it is (d) _________ to seek Reality and 
one should enjoy life’s wonders. 

2. Find a word from the poem which is opposite to ‘weak’.	  

	  

	   	   SECTION B  
(WRITING & GRAMMAR: 25 Marks) 

	  

	  

	   5	   Mishti/Nimish of 27-Queens Avenue, Park Lane, Pitampura comes across the following data 
published in the newspaper. She/he feels that despite the government’s ban on tobacco related 
advertisements and the law against public smoking, the consumption of tobacco is growing steadily 
in India. She/he is of opinion that instead of just banning such ads, the government should order the 
closure of tobacco industry to eliminate the evil from its root. She/he decided to write a letter to the 
editor of a national daily expressing her/his views and suggestions. Using the information given 
below, together with your own ideas, write Mishti/Minish’s letter in not more than 150 words. 

There are 18.4 crore smokers in India. 
8 lakh persons annually or 2200 daily die of tobacco related diseases. 
There are 25 tobacco related diseases including cancer, lung ailments and 
heart diseases.  
19% smoke cigarettes 
54% smoke bidis 
27% chew tobacco 

 
 

	  
	  

6	  

	   6	   The other day you attended a wedding with an elaborate display of cuisines, light and stage 
setting. You consider it to be a wastage of resources in a developing nation like ours. Write a 
debate in favour of the topic ‘Big fat Indian weddings must be banned’, in about 120 words. 
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	   7	   Based on the following outlines, develop a short story in about 80-100 words: 4	  
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Vaibhav goes for camping----gets up early one morning-----decides to go 
for a walk in the jungle---meets a group of aliens------befriends them-----
aliens invite him for a visit to their planet-------he accompanies them to 
their planet----stay there for two days---- has wonderful time with them--
---returns eight inches tall---parents and friends pleasantly surprised---
narrates his experience.  

	  
	  

	   8	   Choose the most appropriate option from the ones given below to complete the following 
passage. 
Bill Gates didn’t (a) __________ like a shoe-in for success after dropping out of Harvard and 
starting a failed first business with Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen (b) __________ Traf-O-
Data. While this early idea didn’t work, Gates’ later, (c) ___________ the global empire that is 
Microsoft. 
 
a) __ (i) seemed (ii) seems (iii) seeming  (iv) seem 
b)__ (i) called (ii) calls (iii) calling  (iv) call 
c) __ (i) created (ii) creates (iii) creating  (iv) is creating 
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	   9	  

	  

	  

In the following passage one word has been omitted in each line. Write the missing word along 
with the word before and after against the correct blank number. 
                 Before   Missing   After 
For migrating animals, setting off at     
the right time is just important   (a)  ____    ____       _____ 
as ending up the right place.    (b)  ____    ____       _____ 
Their timing amazingly precise.   (c)  ____    ____       _____  
Cuckoos, example, nearly always arrive in   (d)  ____    ____       _____ 
Britain during the second or third week of April. 
 

4	  

	   10	   Read the conversation given below and complete the paragraph that follows. Write the 
answers against the correct blank numbers in your answer sheet. Do not copy the whole 
sentences. 
 
Teacher : What is the trouble with him? 
Kevin : Sir, he has fainted. 
Teacher :  What is the reason? 
Kevin : He came to school without breakfast. 

3	  
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The teacher asked Kevin (a) __________. Kevin replied (b) __________. When the teacher 
enquired about the reason, Kevin apprised him that (c)__________ without breakfast. 
	  
	  

	   	   SECTION C 
(LITERATURE: 25 Marks) 

	  

	  

	   11	   Read the passage given below carefully and answer the questions that follow: 
PERSOME. Sold! (with horror) sold! Are you mad? Who sold them? Why were they sold? 
MARIE. Monseigneur the Bishop told me this afternoon while you were to out to take them to 
Monsieur Gervais who has often admire them, and sell them for as much as I could. 

(a) Why is Persome referring to Marie as mad? 
(b) What did Monsieur Gervais admire? 
(c) Why did the Bishop want to sell ‘them’? 

	  
	  

3	  

	   	   Answer the questions in about 30 to 40 words each:  	  

	  

	  

	   12	  (A)	   Where and how did John A. Pescud meet his ‘affinity’ for the first time ? 

	  

	  

2	  

	   12	  (B)	   ‘Bill and his wife were a little afraid of their wonderful child.’ Why ? 

	  

	  

2	  

	   12	  (C)	   List any two things that happen when the ‘dotted silver threads from heaven’ fall on the earth.  

	  

	  

2	  

	   12	  (D)	   How do you think the song of the rain is the song of the soul.  

	  

	  

2	  

	   13	   ‘They have made me what I am, they have made me a thief. God curse them all!’ This was the 4	  
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convict’s opinion in the play ‘The Bishop’s Candlesticks.  Do you support the convict ?  Why ?  

	  

	  

	   	   OR	  

	  

	  

	   	   Private Quelch was rightly assigned permanent cookhouse duties in the chapter ‘The Man 
Who Knew Too Much.  Do you agree with this statement ? Justify. 
 
	  

4	  

	   	   Attempt either Part A or Part B  
Part A 
	  

	  

	   14	  (A)	   What is the meaning of ‘Glubbdrub’ ? What do you know about this island ?   

	  

	  

5	  

	   15	  (A)	   Write a brief critical note on Don Pedro de Mendez indicating his function in Gulliver’s 
Travels. 
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	   	   Part B	  

	  

	  

	   14	  (B)	   Who is referred to as an ‘angel’ ? How does he help the three friends ? 
 
	  

5	  

	   15	  (B)	   ‘Though I crave for work, I still like to be fair.  I do not ask for more than my proper share.’ 
What opinion about the author do you form from the given statement.  
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	   	   Section-D 
(Open Text -10 Marks) 

(* Please ensure that the open text of the given theme is supplied with this question paper)	  

	  



	  

Page	  10	  of	  3	  

	  

	   16	   Theme-II (The future is Now: A Zest for Living)(5+5) 

(a) We feel that physically-challenged persons remain engulfed with permanent 

darkness and they are never happy with their lives. Seeing them our heart gets 

filled with pity and think that physically and mentally challenged people are 

doomed forever. We pity them but this is not a right attitude. Explain. 

(b) What difference do we find in the compassionate feelings towards the disabled 

in the ancient and the modern times? 
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